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j  IMITATION  STAINED  GLASS  K2  ;? 

brilliantly  .colored  silk  paper*  an  easy  and  iuexpensive  means 
of  paiut.a' ^lass.  Fi  ls  a  vacancy  long  telt  < 

:  in  ornamentation  of  common  w.u  cow-panes, 

.  etc.  A  great  invention,  a  new,  neat  and 
!  fae.seinat.ng  occupation  lor  ladies  and  gen- 
l  .tie-men,  in  tastefuwj  beautify  ing  their  homes 
•  places  of  business,  etc.  Curtains,  Shades 
t  and  b.inds  dispensed  with.  New,  elegant 
J  cheap  and  dumb  e.  It  is  applied,  either 
j  temporarily  or  permanently  to  the  windows 
}  of  hurches.  Public  Buildings,  Street  and 
j  -Railroad  Cars,  Steamboats. Offices.  Libraries  j 
»  Parlors,  Bath  aud  Bar  Rooms,  Transoms,  f 
»  Vestibule  Doors,  etc  with  the  unique  effect,  1 

(  beauty  and  briliiaucy  of  colored  glass  in  a  j 

;rich  y  staiued  or  pamted  wind  w.  f  _  _ . 

‘  <D^djE  A-QOii  iViiAJ*  in  each  State  and  County  wanted. 

I  S  AI’.-Ii^JLES  of  four  beautiful  styles,  12\18,  sent  prepaid 
*  with  full  Instructions,  \\  bolifcu.e  Prices,  etc.  ou  receipt  of  $1  00. 

5  Large  i.’u»  rate-t  price  li.-ts  of  the  abov  e  invention,  ciicuiars, 

*  and  a  beautiful  10^14  engrariugof  the  S^I ITHUGRaPH.  Full 
j  particulars  of  The  PHiLA,  AGliNTS*  HivRALD,ti'.  FRLK. 

:  M  G-riVE ^IVEitVMPLOYMMT 

i  KgentsUood&bVerywhere, 


by  no<>riy600  responsible  advertisers  in  Agents’  Herald,  rare 
Chance  i  lor  unemployed  to  make  money.  Sample  Cop  ts 

Portraits,  etc  dr-vwn  by  jmrhinery,  with 
Pen.  Pencil  or  Cray  on.  \  pp:  rams,  with  in¬ 
structions,  scut  by  mail,  for  25  cents.  Orn- 
^plete  Outfit  lor  painting,  shading,  etc.  $1.25. 

la.  iiiim  fijjnitli,  117  SaEsom  St.  PHILA.  PA. 
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NUMBER  TWO. 

WELCOME  SOUQS 

NOW  READY. 

The  price  and  plan  being  the  same  as  Welcome 
Songs  No.  One  which  has  been  so  large 
a  success. 

TWO  FACTS. 

ist — Most  books  issued  by  one  or  two  authors 
will,  of  necessity,  contain  many  hymns  “ good 
enough  to  fill  up but  of  no  special  merit. 

2d — Few  schools  use  more  than  from  twenty  to 
twenty-five  hymns  from  any  book.  Why  pay 
or  so  much  waste  material? 

Welcome  Songs  gives  you  about  forty  hymns 
with  mus  c  (enough  for  any  school)  made  up  of 
gems  from  the  leading  authors,  mostly  new. 

Pric<*  oisly  $5.00  |»<‘r  BOO  Copies. 

Single  Copy  post  free,  10  Cents. 

Send  for  Specimen  Copy,  and  fudge  of  its  merits. 

If  you  have  not  examined  either  book,  send 
15c  for  sample  of  both  postpaid. 

F.  H.  REVELL,  Publisher, 

148  <5>°  150  Madison  St.,  Chicago 
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!  IRON  AND  ALUM  MASS. 

jA  never-failing  Hemedy  for 

Si  k,  or  Nervous  F'eadache. 

'will  guaran  oe  setisfabtory  results  in  every  instance 
jbr  refunds  the  amount  paid.  We  do  not  include  all 
(kinds  of  Headaches  in  this  oifer.  (July  Sicix  or 
IK  1- avoirs  K  sadach us. 

j  This  wonderful  Rkmrry  is  nothing  more  nor  less 
.than  t  e  unadulterated  natural  properties  of  “  Min- 
leral  Water,”  obtained  from  the  celebrated  S  ' e k x 
Spring-,  in  Washington  County,  Va.  It  is  neither 
|a  padent  nor  proprietory  medicine. 

•  it  is  per'eetly  Harmless,  and  always  ready  for  use. 
It  way  be  proper  to  state,  that  although  Hsaiiachb 
Is  made  prominent  in  this  notice,  it  is  the  /roe/  com¬ 
plaint  lor  which  the  ‘-Trim  and  Alum  Mass”  is  e!fi- 
teient,  which  will  he  explained  wlteu  it  is  tried. 

Price  $1.00  per  package,  nr  6  I'or  $0.00. 
j  tS  ;nt  by  mail,  postpaid.  Full  directions  with  each 
package.  Pamphlet  mailed  to  any  person  lree. 
Address 

Landrum  5  Litchfield, 

;  AlilNOTOX,  Ya. 

*,  Always  nwntfcn  u  Seven  Spring?,  Mass  when 
jyou  or  ler  from  the  Druggist. 

,  We  have  had  dealings  with  Ijindrum  Litd\fi(l:l  for 
Several  gears,  and  have  always  found  them  genilemunl 
find  reliable  P.  Anstadt ,  Ed.  Teachers''  Journal. 


SEW  Asr»  BKAUTIFUL 

REWAiiD  CARDS  for  SUNDAY  AND  DAY 
SC  ! V  )<  >LS.  Prices  to  suit  the  times.  Over  1  MO  kind! 
and  designs,  comprising  Motto  Cards,  Reward  Cards, 
Scripture  Text  Cards,  Sentiment  Cards,  Bible  Verse 
Cards,  (rood  Device  Cards,  and  Hymnal  Cards, 
Teachers'  price-list  liDUC ATIO N AL CARDS  SENT 
FR  101:1  to  any  address.  J.  H.  BUFFORD'S  SONS, 
Mauni'actimnr  Publishers  of  Novelties  in  Fine  Arts, 
141  to  147  I  Viinklin  St,,  Boston,  Mass. 


J  ( 1  ['  V  '  /'  O  Wanted  for  the  Life  of  one  of 
,,J.  T  l  j  \  1  i)  the  grand  :st  men  our  country 

lias  or  .  1  u  'e  I. 

I>i'  CHARLES  JEWETT, 

by  hi-  inlimuie  friend,  Win.  1VI.  Thayer.  It  is  the 
T  unpi ■  a  ;  >nok  for  the  hour.  For  exclusive  torri- 
torc.  it  it:  •  c„  address  .TAS.  II.  EAliLL,  Pub¬ 
lisher.  Posfoa. 


WITTSHBER3  COLLSjB. 

SPRINGFIELD,  OHIO. 

Far  a,  thorough  course  of  Education,  and  for 
Ver  ity  and  healthfulness  of  location,  this  Institu¬ 
tion  Is  unsurpassed.  The  next  term  begins  on  the 
in.,  d  ly  id  e, dumber,  187S  Ladies  are  admitted  as 
■d ay  students,  a  nd  boarding  and  rooms  have  been 
jjprocuivd  for  them  in  pleasant  families  near  the 
tlollege.  The  following  is  a  near  estimate  @f  the 
accessary  exp  mscs  oi  each  student: 

1  Tuition.  $ -  i  per  year;  Room  rent,  $9;  Fuel  and 
light,  fif :  Boarding.  from  $1.75  te  $2.25  per  week. 
©o'.Iegi.ite  year,  40  weeks. 

For  Catalogue  or  lurther  particulars,  address 

Rev.  J.  B.  HKLWICr,  D.  D„  President, 

Springfield,  Ohio. 


Scrap  Pictures. 0.  !c.i  lo  t  Transfer  Pictures,  l  c. : 
42  Floral  Embossed  Cards ,  16c.,  10  Perforated 
A o/,4."  .  ,0  ..  4  Chromo  Mottoes,  10 e.,  4  Fine  6x3  Chro- 
wios.l  c  ,  1  Floral  Surprise  lie.  All  for  Sic.!  Post¬ 
paid.  Stamps  tadten.  J.  \V,  FRIZZELL, 
nov2.  Baltimore,  Md. 


THU  '  " KS  OF  MO'T  INFLUENCE  IN  THE 
VAtilOl  i'UASGEl.lCAL  DENOMINATIONS 
UNITE  ill  COMMENDING  TIIE  PUBLICATIONS 

OF  D.  LOTH  COPS,-  CO. 

E  mine  a!  rr.onrj  them  are 

PANSY'S  WORKS,  32  vols- 

Ella  e  Aft. IAN'S  YORKS,  9  vols. 
JULIA  A  EASTMAN’S  WORKS,  6  vols. 
Mrs.  A.  E  PORTER’S  WORKS,  5  vols. 

author  of  AND'  LUfTP.ELL,  6  vois. 
Rev.  N.  ADAMS’  WORKS,  12  vols. 
The  $1,  ;J.)  Prize  Series,  16  vols. 

The  $5-J0  Prize  Series,  21  vols. 

And  Lot  lira 'As  Select  Sundag-school  Libraries  Nos.  1  to 
7.274  vols..  at  R  duced  prices. 

i00  Choice  New  S.  S.  and  Holiday  books  just  ready , 
Catalogues  free.  Send  for  one. 

LOTHBOP  &  CO,  Boston. 

PUBLISHERS. 
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FOURTH  QUARTER  FOR  1879. 


Subject.  Golden  Text. 


Oct.  5. 

Our  Great  High-priest. 

Heb.  iv.  14-16 ;  v.  1-6. 

Heb.  vii.  25. 

12. 

The  Types  Explained. 

Heb.  ix.  1-12. 

Heb.  x.  14. 

19. 

The  Triumphs  of  Faith. 

Heb.  xi.  1-10. 

Heb.  xi.  27. 

26. 

Faith  and  Works. 

Jamts  ii.  14-26. 

James  ii.  23. 

Nov.  2. 

The  Perfect  Pattern. 

1  Pet  ii.  19-25. 

1  Pet.  ii.  22. 

9. 

The  Perfect  Savior. 

1  John  i.  1-10. 

1  John  i.  7. 

16. 

The  Love  of  the  Father. 

1  John  iv.  7-16. 

1  John  iv.  19. 

•-3. 

The  Message  to  the  Churches. 

Bev.  iii.  1-13. 

Bev.  iii.  11. 

30. 

The  Glorified  Sav.or. 

Bev.  i.  10-2). 

Bev.  i.  8. 

Dec.  7. 

The  Heavenly  Song. 

Bev.  v.  1-14. 

Bev.  v.  12. 

14. 

The  Heavenly  City. 

Bev.  xxi.  21-19;  xxii.  1-5. 

Heb.  xi.  10. 

21. 

The  Last  Words. 

Bev.  xxii.  10-21. 

Rev.  xxii.  2L 

28. 

Keview,  or  Lesson  Selected  by  the  School. 

LESSON  Y.-NOY.  2.— THE  PEREECT  PATTERN. 
1  Pet.  ii.  19-25.  Got.den  Text. — 1  Pet.  ii.  22. 


19  For  this  is  thankworthy,  if  a  man  for 
conscience  toward  (tod  endure  grief,  suffering 
wrongfully. 

20  For  what  glory  is  it,  if,  when  ye  be 
buffed  d  for  your  faults,  ye  shall  take  it  patient¬ 
ly  ?  but  if,  when  ye  do  well,  and  suffer  for  it, 
ye  take  it  patiently,  this  is  acceptable  with 
God. 

21  For  even  hereunto  were  ye  called  ;  be¬ 
cause  Christ  aDo  suffered  for  us,  leaving  us  an 
example,  that  ye  should  follow  his  steps: 

22  Who  did  no  sin,  neither  was  guile  found 
in  his  mouth  : 


23  Who,  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not 
again;  when  he  suffered,  he  threatened  not; 
but  committed  himself  to  him  that  judgeth 
righteously : 

24  Who  his  own  self  bare  our  sins  in  his 
own  body  on  the  tree,  that  we,  being  dead  to 
sin,  should  live  unto  righteousness:  by  whose 
stripes  ye  were  healed. 

25  For  ye  were  as  sheep  going  astray;  but 
are  now  returned  unto  the  Shepherd  and  Bishop 
of  your  souls. 


GOLDEN  TEXT. — Who  did  no  sin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  hln  mouth.  1  Pet, 
ii.  22. 


PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 

19  For  this  is  an  acceptable  thing  to  God  or  man,  is  due  to  you,  if,  when  ye  com- 

God,  if  any  slave,  from  a  regard  to  the  will  mit  faults  and  are  beaten,  ye  bear  it  patient- 
of  God,  patiently  bears  the  sorrows  attend-  ly?  The  punishment,  being  just,  ought  to 
ing  the  service  of  a  passionate,  insolent,  be  borne.  Yet,  if  when  ye  do  your  duty 
rigorous  master,  suffering  punishment  from  conscientiously,  and  suffer  for  it,  ye  bear  it 
,  .  .  patiently  from  a  regard  to  the  command- 

nim  unjustly.  ment  of  God,  this  is  an  acceptable  thing 

20  But  what  extraordinary  praise,  from  with  God. 
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21  Besides,  to  suffer  from  well-doing  ye 
were  called  by  the  gospel:  For  even  Christ 
our  Master,  whom  we '“a  re  bound  to  obey, 
suffered  for  us,  leaving  us,  when  he  re¬ 
turned  to  heaven,  an  example  of  sufferino- 
for  well-doing,  that  ye  should  follow  in  his 
footsteps. 

22  These  sufferings  Christ  did  not  de¬ 
serve;  being  one  who  did  no  sin  whatever, 
neither  was  any  falsehood  found  in  his 
mouth; 

23  Who,  when  he  was  reviled  by  the 
Jews,  did  not  revile  in  return:  when  he 
suffered  crucifixion,  he  did  not  threaten  his 
persecutors,  though  he  could  easily  have 
destroyed  them;  but  by  repeating-  the  woi  ds 


of  Psalm  xxii.  he  meeldy  committed  his 
cause  to  God  who  judgetn  righteously,  and 
forgave  his  murderers. 

24  From  gratitude,  ye  ought  for  the  gos¬ 
pel  to  suffer  patiently  in  imitation  of  your 
Master,  who  himself  bare  our  sins  in  his 
own  body  on  the  cross,  that  we,  being  freed 
from  the  power  and  the  punishment  of  sins, 
should  live  to  righteousness.  By  whose 
own  stripes  ye  are  healed  of  the  wounds 
and  bruises  in  your  souls  occasioned  by  sin. 

25  For  ye  were  formerly  as  sheeep  going 
astray  f  otn  their  pasture,  and  in  danger  of 
being  lost,  or  destroyed  by  wild  beasts.  But 
now  ve  are  returned  from  your  wandering, 
to  the  shepherd  and  overseer  of  your  souls, 
who  will  direct  and  defend  you. 


ANALYSIS  OF 
Why  servants  should  be  obedient  to 

THEIR  MASTERS. 

I.  On  account  of  its  acceptableness  to  God. 

1.  How  this  acceptableness  is  obtained. 
For  this  is  thankworthy  ; 

2.  By  what  means  it  is  obtained.  If  a 
man  for  conscience  sake  sufl’er  grief. 

II.  On  account  of  disgrace  which  is 

1.  Declared; 

a,  How  the  disgrace  is  brought  about. 
For  what  glory;  20 

c.  Whereby  it  is  produced.  When 
you  are  buffeted  for  your  faults. 

2.  Illustrated;  But  If  when  you  are 
buffeted. 

III.  On  account  of  their  vocation.  For 
even  hereunto  were  ye  called;  21 

IY.  On  account  of  the  example  of  Christ, 
which  is 

1.  Exhibited, 

a.  Wherein  he  gave  this  example. 
Because  Christ  also  suffered. 

b.  How  he  gave  it.  For  us 

c.  For  what  purpose  he  gave  it,  Leav¬ 
ing  us  an  example: 

2.  Explained,  how  Christ  died, 
a.  Innocent, 


LESSON 

In  our  last  lesson  we  learned  how  we 
fr.ust  show  our  faith  by  our  works;  that  if 
we  are  the  children  of  God,  we  must  keep 
his  commandments,  and  live  for  the  good  of 
others.  But  how  can  we  tell  when  we  are 
doing  the  things  that  please  him  ?  By 
studying  his  words  and  praying  for  his  Holy 
Spirit  to  reach  us.  But  it  is  much  easier 
to  do  anything,  if  loe  see  some  one  else  do  it,, 
than  merely  to  be  told  how  to  do  it,  and  so 
We  have  before  us  in  our  lesson  to-day, 

The  perfect  pattern,  which  we  are  to  fol¬ 
low.  Simon  Peter  who  wrote  the  words  of 
our  lesson,  was  one  of  the  chief  Apostles,  a 
great  preacher  and  a  good  man;  but  in  this 


THE  LESSON. 

(1)  lu  works,  Did  no  sin  22 

12)  In  words  ;  Neither  was  guile 
found  in  hismouth. 
b.  Patient,  which  is  described 

(1)  In  negative  words.  Yho,  when 
he  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again. 

(2)  In  affirmative  words.  But  cum¬ 
in  iff  ed  Ac. 

V.  On  account  of  the  sacrifice  of  Christ. 

This  is 

1  E  diibited 

a.  How  it  occurred  Who  in  his  own 

self  bare  our  sins,  24 
b  For  >  hat  purpose  it  was  done. 

(1)  For  our  justification.  That  we 
being  dead  in  sin, 

(2)  For  our  renewing,  Should  live 
unto  righteousness 

2.  Applied  to  the  servants  &c. 

a.  Their  healing.  By  whose  stripes 

ye  are  healed 

b.  Their  conversion, 

(1)  From  what  they,  were  convert¬ 
ed.  For  we  were  as  sheep 
going  astray.  25. 

(2)  To  whom  they  were  converted, 
To  the  shrpherd  a  ad  bishop  of 
your  souls.— Starks. 


STORY. 

lesson  he  does  not  tell  us  to  be  like  himself. 
He  tells  us  of  the  perfect  pattern  which  we 
are  to  follow — The  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  In 
the  first  ve-se  of  the  lesson  he  shows  that 
those  who  love  Christ  may  have  to  suffer 
fo  him,  aud  that  patience  under  such  suf 
fering  is  pleasing  to  God,  but  he  warns  us 
also  that  if  we  are  punished  for  doing  wrung 
we  can  not  expect  the  Lord  to  be  pleased 
with  that.  Ttien  he  tells  us,  how  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  suffered  for  us,  leaving  us  an 
example  that  we  should  follow  his  steps.. 
Now  notice  what  is  said  about  Jesus  that 
we  may  become  like  him.  He  did  no  sin 
neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth; 
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Guile  means  deceit  or  untrutbfulness.  Jesus 
r.ever  deceived  any  one.  He  always  spoke 
the  truth,  He  lived  the  truth,  always  and 
everywhere.  He  reviled  not.  They  mock¬ 
ed  him,  but  he  answered  them  not  again, 
fie  threatened  not  even  though  he  suffered 
uoto  death.  He  might  have  called  thou¬ 
sands  of  angels  and  destroyed  those  wicked 
men.  but  he  prayed  “Father  forgive  them  ” 
But  he  even  did  more  than  this.  He  died 
for  us.  “He  hare  our  sins  in  his  own  body 
on  the  tree  that  we  should,  live  unto  right¬ 
eousness,”  for  we  “were  as  sheep  going 
astray.”  and  the  good  shepherds  sought  us 
and  found  us  lost  in  the  wilderness  of  sin 
and  brought  us  back  to  Ged.  Therfore  »e 
ought  to  love  him  and  try  to  be  like  him 
and  please  him  every  day.  Surely  if  we 
even  suffer  lor  him  we  can  never  do  as  much 
as  he  has  done  for  us;  as  we  may  be  sure 
he  will  be  with  us  and  comfort  aud  help  us 


in  suffering  and  keep  us  from  falling  into 
sin . 

What  was  our  lesson  last  Sunday  ?  Faitji 
and  works,  What  is  onr  lesson  to-day? 
The  perfect  pattern.  Where  do  we  learis 
to  please  God  ?  Fiom  the  Bible.  Who  is 
the  perfec  pattern  that  we  are  to  follow? 
The  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  What  befell  many 
of.  the  first  Christian's?  Sufferings  foi* 
Christ’s  sake.  What  is  not  pleasing  to 
God?  When  we  are  punished  for  doing 
wrong.  For  whom  did  Christ  suffer?  Fop 
us  and  all  mankind.  What  is  said  about 
Christ’s  character  /  He  had  no  sin.  What 
did  he  do  when  they  mocked  him  ?  He  dic^ 
not  answer  them  back  What  did  he  dcj 
when  they  crucified  him  He  prayed  for 
his  murderers.  Why  did  he  suffer  and  dies 
on  the  cross  ?  To  save  us  from  eternal 
death,  and  secure  heaven  and  everlasting 
life  for  us. 


BLABKBOARI)  EXERCISES. 


I 


Here  we  have  a  true  and  perfect  circle,  in 
the  centre  the  name  of  Jesus,  to  show  that 
Christ  was  from  the  beginning.  A  circle 
has  no  end;  so  is  Jesus;  he  is  to  all  eternity; 
Measure  from  the  edge  of  the  circle  to  the 
centre;  all  around  the  distance  is  the  same. 
So  with  Jesus:  he  was  from  the  beginning} 
yesterday,  to-day.  and  forever.  A  true  circle 
is  perfectly  round,  without  a  fault;  so  Is 
Jesus  without  a.  fault  and  without  sin. 

The  Bible  is  our  book  of  instruction;  it  is 
our  firm  guidance  for  our  daily  work,  spirit¬ 
ual  and  temporal. 

The  compass  and  square  are  emblems  of 
accuracy  aud  precision,  to  teach  us  to,  be  aer 
curate  and  precise  in  ail  our  daily  duties 
towards  God  and  man.  and  do  the  work  God 
has  laid  out  for  us.  Man’s  work  is  imperfect* 
he  may  he  ever  so  exact,  yet  he  will  make 
mistakes.  May  we  use  the  square  in  our 
daily  life,  and  try  our  works,  whether  they 
come  up  to  God’s  square;  hut  do  not  meas¬ 
ure  your  own  deeds  by  those  of  your  neigh¬ 
bor:  imitate  Jesus  the  Perfect  Pattern. — C. 
F.  Lhdig. 

f 

LESSON  EYMN.  1 

How  beauteous  were  thp  marks  divine,  > 
That  in  thy  meekness  used  to  shine, 

That  lit  thy  lonely  pathway,  trod 
In  wondrous  love,  O  Son  of  God! 

I 

O  wondrous  Lord,  my  soul  would  be 
Still  more  and  more  conformed  to  thee, 
And  learn  of  thee,  the  lowly  Oiie, 

And  like  thee,  all  my  journey  run.  1 
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EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


This  Epistle  was  addressed  to  believing 
Jews  scattered  through  the  provinces  of 
Asia  Minor,  and  seems,  from  chap.  13,  to 
have  been  written  from  Babylon.  Its  date 
must  be  regarded  as  within  the  time  of  the 
persecution  of  Nero,  the  fiery  trial  repeat¬ 
edly  adverted  to,  which  ended  in  a.  d.  68. 
See  chaps.  1:6,  7;  2:  12,  19,  20;  3:  14-17;  4; 
12-19. 

The  design  of  the  apostle  was  to  strength¬ 
en  the  brethren  in  that  persecution  by  set¬ 
ting  before  them  the  glory  of  the  unfading 
crown  reserved  for  them  in  heaven,  and  by 
assuring  them  of  God’s  faithful  protection 
in  all  their  trials. 

19.  For  this  is  thankworthy ,  (for  this  is 
grace',  as  in  Luke  vi.  32,  where  the  very 
aame  word  is  used,  '‘if  ye  love  them  which 
love  you,  what  thank  have  ye?”  i.  e.,  what 
recognition  at  God’s  hand  in  the  day  when 
he  will  come,  and  his  reward  with  him. — 
Alford. 

The  idea  of  thanks,  reward,  and  praise, 
are  here  conjoined.  Here,  as  in  Luke,  the 
reference  is  to  thanks,  praise,  or  honor  be¬ 
fore  God.— Fronmueller. 

If  a  man  for  conscience  toward  God,  liter¬ 
ally,  “consciousness  of  God;”  from  a  con¬ 
scientious  regard  to  God  more  than  to 
man. — J.  F  and  B. 

On  account  of  some  adequate  recognition 
of  God  and  his  relation  to  man:  “conscious¬ 
ness  of  God”  would  express  the  sense. 

Endure  Grief,  i.  e.,  endure  that  which  is 
fitted  to  produce  grief,  or  that  which  is 
wrong. — Barnes. 

Not  merely  feel  the  uneasiness  which  bad 
treatment  naturally  produces,  but  bear  it 
meekly  and  patiently. 

Suffering  wrongfully.  The  master  acting 
unjustly  because  the  servant  does  not  de¬ 
serve  to  sutler.  But  suffering  in  itself  is 
not  “acceptable  ;”  only  when  it  is  wrong¬ 
fully  inflicted,  and  endured  on  account  of  a 
recognition  of  our  relation  to  God 

20.  For  what  glory  is  it  t  What  peculiar 
merit  is  it  ? 

“What  kind  of  glory,”  praise,  or  good 
report.  The  question  assumes  that  it  is  no 
“glory.” 

If  when  ye  be  buffeted;  receive  blows,  as 
was  wont  with  slaves. — Alford. 


Servants  in  those  days  were  punished  with 
blows,  but  the  principle  applies  to  all  kinds 
of  punishment  inflicted  by  superiors. 

For  your  faults.  Or,  “sins  ”  The  literal 
sense  is:  “sinning  and  being  buffeted.” 
Both  words  represent  habitual  action:  the 
wrong-doing  is,  however,  the  ground  of 
buffeting. 

Te  shall  take  it  -patiently .  Patient  endur¬ 
ance  of  deserved  punishment  is  the  plainest 
duty,  and  deserves  no  praise. 

But  if,  ichen  ye  do  well;  and  suffer  for  it. 
Literally,  “doing  well  and  suffering;”  the 
well-doing  being  the  ground  of  the  suffering. 
Here,  as  before,  the  action  is  represented  as 
habitual. 

Te  take  it  patiently.  If  then  you  evince 
an  uncomplaining  spirit,  it  would  be  re¬ 
garded  as  comparatively  no  virtue,  and  as 
entitling  you  to  no  honor.  —Barnes. 

In  these  words  the  apostle  meets  the  very 
natural  thought.  It  is  very  lia’d  to  surfer 
when  we  deserve  a  reward.  We  could  re¬ 
ceive  merited  chastisement  without  com¬ 
plaint  but  to  endure  undeserved,  unpro¬ 
voked  grief,  to  meet  wi  ll  insult  and  out¬ 
rage,  this  is  hard  indeed  — Braune. 

T  is  is  acceptable  with  God.  This  is 
thankworthy.  It  is  the  same  word  as  in 
ver.  i9. — Alford. 

The  reason  why  such  conduct  is  peculiarly 
acceptable  to  God  is,  that  all  undeserved 
suffering,  endured  pat  ently  from  religious 
motives,  shows  the  submission  of  the  mnd 
and  will  to  God.  It  is  an  embodiment  of 
the  soul  of  true  religion:  “Not  my  wi’l  but 
thine,  be  done.” — Braune. 

21.  Hereunto  were  you  called.  Thatisto 
suffer  patiently — Meekness  is  a  rare  virtue. 
This  suffering  patiently,  not  only  when  ye 
do  well,  but  even  for  doing  well,  as  hard  as 
it  may  appear,  is  yet  exactly  agreeable  to 
your  profession. 

This  supposes  you  to  be  followers  of 
Chrisit  and  never  was  there  such  perfect 
pattern  of  this  virtue,  so  perfect  innocence 
(ver.  22)  and  so  peefect  patience  (ver.  23). 
Dean  Stanhope. 

,  God,  when  he  called  them  to  be  Christians, 
called  them  to  patient  endurance  of  suffer¬ 
ing  for  well  doing. 

Because  Christ  also  suffered.  Christ,  the 


7  he  Teachers’  Journal. 


323 


blessed  Master,  the  loving  Saviour  of  us  all, 
he,  too,  suffered.  O  suffering  saints  ! 
Where  he  sends  you,  he  himself  first  led  the 
way.  In  all  his  sufferings  he  was  personal¬ 
ly  innocent. — Lillie. 

Would  we  learn  to  act  as  we  ought  under 
the  evils  which  may  probably  some  time  or 
other  overtake  us,  we  need  no  other  book 
besides  the  New  Testament,  and  no  other 
example  than  our  Savioui ’s,  to  instruct  us — 
to  see  him  compassed  about  with  afflictions, 
so  also  with  human  infirmities;  to  see  him 
in  all  these  trials  persisting  in  a  uniform 
obedience  to  God  exercising  the  utmost 
charity  and  longsuffering  towards  his  ene¬ 
mies  and  persecutors;  encountering  evils 
most  disagreeable  to  human  nature,  with 
patience  and  silent  meekness,  without  re¬ 
pining  and  without  murmuring.  He  is  to 
us  an  example,  not  so  vastly  above  us; 
an  example,  which,  by  the  assistance  of 
God,  we  may  hope,  though  not  to  equal, 
yet  in  some  degree  to  resemble. — Bp. 
Horne. 

For  us.  His  dying  for  us  is  the  highest 
exemplitication  of  ‘‘doing  well  (ver.  20). 
Ye  must  patiently  suffer,  being,  innocent, 
as  Christ  also  innocently  suffered  (not  for 
himself,  but  for  us). 

Christ’s  sufferings,  while  they  are  for  an 
example,  were  also  primarily  sufferings 
“for  us,”  a  consideration  which  imposes  an 
everlasting  obligation  on  us  to  please  him. 

Leaving  u*  an  example.  A  copy  or  pat¬ 
tern,  literally,  a  writing-copy  set  by  mas¬ 
ters  for  their  pupils  Christ’s  precepts  and 
sermons  were  the  transcript  of  his  life. — J. 
F.  and  B. 

A  pattern,  or  copy,  such  as  children  have 
when  learning  to  write  or  diaw.  Christ's 
death  was  partly  an  example  to  teach  us 
how  to  suffer;  partly  an  atonement  to  take 
away  sin 

Follow  h's  steps.  Follow  close  upon,  de¬ 
noting  close  application  to;  the  word  is 
commonly  used  of  following  behind  anoth¬ 
er. — Alford. 

When  the  Scriptures  hold  up  Christ  as  an 
example,  it  is  almost  invariably  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  self-sacrifice,  his  sufferings  and 
death  Phil,  ii  5;  John  xiii.  15,  xv.  12; 
Heb.  xiii,  2).  This  exalts  the  passive  vir¬ 
tues,  wh’ch  are  the  hardest  to  imitate. 
Yet  many  who  talk  much  of  Christ’s  exam¬ 


ple  seek  to  obscure  the  great  facts  of  his 
humiliation. 

22.  Who  did  no  sin.  This  means,  never 
on  any  occasion,  committed  sin.  The  verse 
resembles  the  latter  part  of  Isaiah  liii.  9. 

This  description  is  introduced,  not  to 
prove  Christ’s  sinlessness,  but  from  the 
fact  of  his  sinlessness  to  prove  that  his  suf¬ 
fering  was  for  well-doing. 

With  what  a  glad  consenting  testimony 
do  the  apostles  celebrate  this  glorious  dis¬ 
tinction  of  the  world’s  Redeemer!  lie  “knew 
no  sin,”  says  Paul.  “In  him  is  no  sin,” 
says  John.  “He  did  no  sin,”  says  Peter. 
His  heart  and  his  life  were  equally  untainted 
and  pure. — Lillie. 

Neither  was  guile.  Here  implying  deceit, 
craft,  &c. 

In  his  mouth.  He  not  only  did  no  sin, 
hut  his  mouth  was  equally  free  from  sin. 
This  forms  a  climax. 

His  words  were  all  honest  and  true. — 
Biblical  Museum. 

He  proved  to  be  the  “perfect  man,  who 
offends  not  in  words.”  Often  as  his  ene¬ 
mies  sought  to  “entangle  him  in  his  talk,” 
they  recoiled  shattered  and  abashed  before 
the  “simplicity  and  godly  sincerity”  with 
which  he  spake.  Not  merely  without  guile 
was  his  speech.  Oh,  how  kind  and  patient 
and  tender  and  merciful  it  was  !  and  well 
might  his  countrymen  “wonder  at  the  words 
of  grace  which  proceeded  out  of  his  mouth.” 

23.  Who  when  he  was  reviled  A  proof 
of  his  patience.  Isa  liii.  7  is  before  the 
apostle  — Alford. 

According  to  Ids  own  sorrowful  anticipa¬ 
tion  in  the  69th  Psalm,  “they  that  sat  in  the 
gate  spake  against  him;  and  he  was  the 
song  of  the  drunkards.”  From  human  lips 
there  was  breathed  a  cloud  of  foulest  insult 
and  columny  around  the  “Son  of  the  Bles¬ 
sed,”  as  he  passed  on  liisbiief  way  through 
this  evil  world. — Lillie. 

Here,  as  in  ver.  22,  the  prophecy  of  Isaiah 
(liii.  7)  seems  to  have  been  in  the  mind  of 
the  apostle.  Its  remarkable  fulfillment  on 
the  night  of  the  betrayal  must  have  been  in 
Peter’s  memory:  he  was  an  eye-witness  of 
the  Lord’s  pa  ience. 

Reviled  not  again.  In  many  cases  he 
maintained  a  meek  silence;  at  other  times 
he  replied  to  their  upbraidings  and  reproach- 
ings  with  calm  reasonings,  affectionate  ex- 
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postulations,  and  benignant  prayers. — 
-Beaune. 

None  ever  did  :~o  little  deserve  revilings, 
none  ever  could  have  said  so  much  in  his 
iO\va  just  defence;  none  could  ever  threaten 
,sd  heavy  things  as  lie  could  against  his  ene 
inies,  and  have  made  good  all  that  lie 
threatened;  and  yet  no  such  thing  was  ever 
heard  of  him.  The  heavens  and  the  earth, 
ns  it  were,  spoke  to  their  resentment  of  the 
dishonor  done  to  him  who  made  them. 
The  darkened  sun,  the  shaking  earth,  the 
rending  rocks,  uttered  rebuke,  and  de¬ 
nounced  vengeance;  but  lie  held  his  peace. 
If  he  spoke,  it  was  to  show  how  far  he  was 
from  revilings  and  threatenings. — Arch¬ 
bishop  Leighton. 

Wien  he  suffered.  This  points  to  injuri¬ 
ous  acts,  as  the  former  clause  did  to  injuri¬ 
ous  words. 

He  threatened  not.  There  is  a  climax: 
when  abused  in  word  he  did  not  return 
abuse  in  word,  when  abused  in  deed  he  did 
not  even  use  threats  of  retributive  justice. 
His  denunciations  of  sinners  were  not  on 
account  of  their  bad  treatment  of  him. 

Committed  himself.  Or,  his  cause;  not  by 
invoking  the  vengeance  of  God  on  liis  ene¬ 
mies,  but  praying  for  their  conversion  and 
pardon.  If  they  persisted  in  repelling  the 
overtures  of  grace,  be  left  them  to  the  jus¬ 
tice  of  God. — Fronmueller. 

To  him  that  juageth  righteously,  i.  e.,  the 
Father,  designated  in  cb.  i.  17  as  “He  that 
judgeth  without  respect  of  persons.”— 
A  If  or  A. 

Those  who  indulge  their  exaction  of  ven¬ 
geance  do  not  leave  to  God  tlie  office  of 
judge,  but  in  a  manner  want  to  make  him 
their  executioner  — Calvin. 

To  God,  who  has  said,  “Vengeance  is 
mine:  I  will  repay”  (Rom.  .\ii,  19;  comp. 
I)eut.  xxxii.35). 

24.  Who  his  own  self  bare  our  sins.  Now 
the  well-doing  reaches  its  height.  He  was 
not  only  negatively  innocent  (ver.  22),  but 
suffered  in  the  pursuance  of  the  noblest 
purpose  of  love,  and  that  love  towards  us; 
by  which  fact  his  exanple  is  further  brought 
home  and  endeared  to  us. — Alford 

This  is  the  climax:  “He  suffered  siniess- 
ly,  patiently  (not  recompensing  evil  for 
evil,)  vicariously,  for  us.” — Luther. 

Precisely  because  his  death  was  a  real 


sacrifice  for  sin,  bearing  the  penalty  for 
others,  was  it  I lie  highest  seif  sacrifice  in  the 
ordinary  sense  of  the  phrase. 

In  his  own  body.  This  allades  undoubt¬ 
edly  to  his  sufferings  which  he  endured  on 
the  cross,  and  were  such  as  if  lie  had  been 
guilty. — Barn  s. 

On  the  tree.  Literally,  “on  the  wood,” 
meaning  the  cross. 

T  at  we,  being  dead  unto  sins.  Or,  “hav¬ 
ing  died,”  &c.  Here  the  aim  of  the  vicari¬ 
ous  death  of  Christ  is  set  forth,  namely,  our 
holiness. 

We  are  to  be,  in  regard  to  sin.  as  if  we 
were  dead.  The  means  by  which  this  is 
brought  about  is  the  death  of  Christ;  for  as 
he  died  on  the  cross  on  account  of  Our  sins, 
the  effect  has  been  to  lead  us  to  see  the 
evil  of  transgression,  and  lead  new  and 
holy  lives. — Barnes. 

Should  live  unto  righteousness..  But,  be¬ 
fore  we  can  thus  live,  we  must  die  to  sin  : 
the  necessary  basis  of  holiness  is  pardon, 
and  that,  pardon  comes  in  viriue  of  Christ’s 
atonement. 

Though  dead  in  respect  to  sin,  yet  we 
have  real  life  in  another  respect.  We  are 
made  alive  to  righteousness,  to  true  holi¬ 
ness,  feeling  the  motive,  rejoicing  in  the 
beauty,  moved  by  the  forces,  of  boliuess. 

By  whose  stripes  ye  were  healed.  “Stripe” 
means  the  bruise  left  by  a  stripe  This  is 
taken  from  Isa.  liii.  5,  and  needs  no  expla¬ 
nation. 

Stripes  were  wounds  inflicted  by  scourge- 
ing,  the  weal  left  by  a  stripe.  Tlie  singular 
is  used  here  as  in  Isa.  liii:  the  sacred  body 
of  Jesus  was  so  tortured  that  it  was,  as  it 
were,  only  one  wound  or  stripe.  The 
wounds  of  your  souls  were  healed,  when, 
by  faith  in  the  atoning  death  of  Jesus,  you 
received  forgiveness. — Fronmueller. 

25.  Te  were  as  sheep  going  astray.  Ye 
were  like  stray  sheep  in  the  wilderness  of 
ignorance  and  sin  till  Christ,  the  true  and 
meiciful  Shepherd,  called  you  back  from 
your  wanderings,  by  sending  ycu  the  gospel 
of  his  grace. — Clarke. 

A  sheep  is  a  stupid  animal:  so  is  the  sin¬ 
ner.  repelling  salvatioD,  and  straying  in  the 
ways  of  corruption  Si  ray  sheep  separated 
from  the  shepherd  and  the  flock,  lack  food 
and  care,  are  e  vposed  to  many  dangers, 
inany  become  a  prey  to  the  wolfe,  or  fall 
into  some  abyss. — Fronmueller. 
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But  an  now  returned.  From  the  wilder¬ 
ness  of  sin,  error  or  death. 

Unto  the  Shepherd.  A  shepherd  or  pas¬ 
tor  means  one  who  feeds. — Ruskin. 

The  shepherd  not  only  feeds  the  sheep  in 
flood  pasture,  but  also  sees  that  they  are 
not  torn  by  wild  beasts,  or  hurt  in  any 
other  way.  Christ  not  only  adventured  his 
life,  but  also  willingly,  laid  it  down  for  his 
sheep,  and  takes  the  charge,  care,  and  over¬ 
sight  of  them,  to  dispense  all  things  neces¬ 
sary  for  their  welfare. —  (Jruden . 

A  good  shepherd,  knowing  the  straying 
nature  of  his  sheep,  is  so  much  the  more 
diligent  to  watch  over  them;  and,  if  they 


go  astray,  be  brings  them  back.  This  is 
the  Lord’s  merciful  dealing  towards  poor 
wandering  souls. — Samuel  Smith. 

Bishop  of  your  souls.  A  bishop  means  a 
person  who  sees.  The  bishop’s  office  is  to 
oversee  the  flock  — Buskin. 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  overseer  or  bishop  of 
souls  ;  he  has  them  continually  under  his; 
eye;  he  knows  their  wants,  wishes  and  dan¬ 
gers.  &c.,  and  provides  for  them.  He  is 
still  supreme  Bishop  or  Overseer  in  his- 
ch arch  .—  Clarke. 

There  is  nothing  more  safe  than  the, 
human  soul  when  it  is  committed  in  faith  to 
the  keeping  of  the  son  of  God  — Barnes, 


PRACTICAL  REFLECTIONS. 


The  Christian  Vocation. 

I  To  a  state  of  grace  in  which  to  be  and 
to  live; 

IT  To  suffer  innocently  and  patiently; 

III  To  continue  in  doing  good. — Fronmu- 

ETLER. 

What  Belongs  to  Conversion? 

I  That  we  be  healed  by  Christ’s  wounds: 
II  That  we  die  to  sin  and  live  to  righteous¬ 
ness,  — Kappf. 

What  do  we  mean  by  Christ  bearing 
our  sisrs? 

I  Negatively,  we  do  not  mean, 

1.  That  Christ  was  a  sinner; 

2.  That  he  suffered  pain  of  conscience, 

3.  That  he  was,at  any  time  personally 
displeasing  to  God: 

4.  That  there  ''as  any  transfer  of  per¬ 
sonal  character 

II.  Positively  we  mean, 


1.  That  Christ  bore  our  nature; 

2  That  he  actually  endured  pain; 

3.  That  he  suffered  for  our  sins; 

4  That  he  bore  the  penalty  of  our  sins; 

5.  That  he  bore  onr  sins,  so  as  to  re-, 
move  fr  >m  us  all  their  penal  c  >nse- 
quences,  and  secure  our  salvation. — 
Gray. 

The  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  our  souls. 

I.  Sinners,  before  their  conversion  are 
always  going  astray,  this  life  is  a  con  •; 
tinued  error; 

II.  Jesus  C.nrist  is  the  supreme  Shepherd, 
and  Bishop  of  our  souls,  who  is  always; 
resident  with  his  flock,  and  watches' 
over  them; 

III.  Those  who  expect  the  love  and  care  of  ! 
this  universel  Pastor,  must  return  to 
him •  must  die  unto  sin,  and  live  unto, 
righteousness.  —Henry. 


QUESTIONS. 


19.  What  kind  of  suffering  is  acceptable 

before  God  ? 

In  what  wa.y  did  Christian  servants 
suffer  wrongfully? 

Wli  t  does  Christ  say  in  Matt.  v.  1C  ? 

20.  What  kind  of  suffering  merits  no  praise? 

21.  What  were  Christians  called  to  eudure? 

22.  What  is  said  in  the  golden  text? 

Of  whom  is  this  said  ? 

What  prophecy  do  we  find  in  Isa  liii.  9? 
What  fact  do  we  find  in  John  xviii.  28? 

23.  How  did  Christ  treat  the  revilers? 

H«>w  should  we  treat  our  enemies? 

Mat.  v.  44. 

Plow  did  Jesus  pray  on  the  cross?  Luke 
x  dii.  34. 


To  whom  did  Christ  com  nit  Tiimse’f?  , 
What  honor  did  he  leceive  Lorn  God? 
Phil,  ii,  9-11. 

24.  Who  bore  our  sins  ?  • s 

When  did  he  bare  our  sins  ? 

To  wliat  then  are  we  dead  ? 

How  is  this  stated  in  Rom.  vi.  ii  ? 

To  what  should  we  live? 

25.  What  were  we  once? 

How  is  this  slated  in  Psa.  cxix.  176? 

To  whom  are  we  returned  ? 

What  is  a  shepherd  :• 

What  is  a  bishop  ? 

How  does  Christ  receive  those  who  re¬ 
turn  to  him  ? 
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LESSON  VI.—  NOV.  9  —TIIE  PERFECT  SAVIOR. 
1  John  i.  1-10.  Golden  Text. — 1  John  i.  7. 


1  That  which  was  from  the  beginning, 
which  we  have  heard,  which  we  have  seen 
with  our  eyes,  which  we  have  looked  upon, 
and  our  hands  have  handled,  of  the  Word  of 
life; 

2  (For  the  life  was  manifested,  and  we  have 
seen  it.  and  bear  witness,  and  show  unto  you 
that  eternal  life  which  was  with  the  Father, 
and  was  manifest  unto  us  ) 

3  That  which  we  have  seen  and  heard  de¬ 
clare  we  unto  you,  that  ye  also  may  have  fel¬ 
lowship  with  us:  and  truly  our  fellow-hip  in 
with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son  JeGus 
Christ. 

4  And  these  things  write  we  unto  you,  that 
your  jov  ntav  be  full. 

.5  This  th  en  is  the  message  which  wTe  heard 


of  him,  and  declare  unto  you.  that  God  is 
lifidit,  and  in  him  is  no  darkness  at  all. 

6  If  we  sav  we  have  fellowship  with  him, 
anil  walk  in  darkness,  we  lie,  and  do  not  the 
truth  : 

7  But  if  we  walk  in  the  light,  as  he  is  in 
the  light,  we  have  fellowship  one  with  another, 
and  the  blood  of  Je'sus  Christ  his  Son  cleans- 
eth  us  from  all  sin. 

8  If  we  say  that  we  have  no  sin,  we  deceive 
ourselves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us. 

9  If  we  confess  our  sins,  he  is  faithful  and 
just  to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us 
from  all  unrighteousness. 

10  If  we  say  that  we  have  not  sinned,  we 
make  him  a  liar,  and  his  word  is  not  in  us. 


GOLDEN  TEXT.  The  blood  of  Jesus  Chiist  his  Son  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin, 

1  John  i.  7. 


LESSON  STORY. 


Last  Sunday  our  lesson  was  the  Perfect 
Pattern,  which  is  Jesus,  who  did  no  sin 
neither  was  any  deceit  found  in  him,  who 
reviled  not  when  he  was  reviled,  and  who 
threatened  not  when  he  was  scourged  and 
crucified,  but  prayed  for  his  murderers, 
Father,  forgive  them.  He  calls  himself 
“the  good  shepherd”  and  we  his  sheep 
going  astray,  are  to  hear  his  voice  and  fol¬ 
low  him. 

Our  lesson  to-day  tells  us  of  the  Perfect 
Saviour,  whose  blood  cleanseth  trom  all 
sin.  Jesus  is  able  and  willing  to  forgive  ns 
our  sins,  and  we  are  to-day  learning  how  to 
come  to  him  and  how  we  are  to  walk  with 
him,  so  that  the  evil  one  may  have  no  power 
over  us.  We  are  to  come  confessing  our 
sins  (v.  9)  for  if  we  say  we  have  no  sin  we 
deceive  ourselves  (v  8)  God  says  “all  have 
sinned,”  so  if  you  say  “I  have  not  sinned,” 
y  ou  contradict  God.  God  knows  your  heart 
and  says  you  are  a  sinner,  so  if  you  say,  “I 


am  not  a  sinner,”  you  deceive  yourself,  but 
you  cannot  deceive  him.  Oh,  then  let  us 
not  cover  our  sins,  for  we  cannot  hide  them 
from  God;  but  let  us  come  to  Jesus,  the 
Saviour  of  sinners,  and  tell  him  all  about 
our  sins,  and  ask  him  to  forgive  and  save 
us.  But  next  let  us  learn  to  walk  in  the 
light,  and  so  our  feet  shall  not  stumble, 
Jesus  says,  ‘  I  am  the  light  of  the  world,” 
he  that  followeth  me  shall  not  walk  in  dark¬ 
ness,  but  shall  have  the  light  of  life.”  Here 
then  is  the  way  of  safety:  We  are  to  keep 
near  to  Jesus;  every  day  to  seek  him  in  prayer, 
every  day  to  read  his  word  and  learn  and  do 
his  will.  The  wandering  sheep  which  get 
away  from  the  fold,  or  away  from  the  shep¬ 
herd's  call,  are  the  ones  that  the  wolf  catch¬ 
es;  so  let  us  follow  the  voice  of  Jesus,  our 
great  shepherd,  and  at  last  we  shall  be  with 
him  in  that  happy  land  where  we  shall  go 
no  more  out  forever. 


QUESTIONS. 


What  was  our  lesson  last  Sunday? 

What  is  our  lesson  to-day  ? 

Who  are  sinners  ?  All  are  sinners. 

What  do  those  do  who  say  they  have  no 
sin  ?  They  deceive  themselves  and  con¬ 
tradict  God. 

What  then  should  we  do  ?  Confess  our  sins 
to  God. 

What  has  he  promised  to  those  who  con¬ 


fess  their  sins  ?  He  will  forgive  our  sins 
and  cleanse  our  hearts  from  all  unright¬ 
eousness. 

What  is  the  Golden  Text  ? 

How  does  Jesus  tell  us  to  walk?  In  the 
light. 

What  has  he  promised  those  who  follow 
him  ?  They  shall  not  walk  in  darkness, 
but  have  the  light  of  life. — Jacobs. 
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PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 


1  That  which  was  from  the  beginning  of 
the  gospel,  which  we  apostles  have  heard 
with  our  ears,  which  we  have  seen  with  our 
eyes,  which  we  have  contemplated  at  leis- 
ui’e,  and  with  the  greatest  attention,  and 
our  hands  have  handled  pertaining  to  the 
really  living  Word. 

2  For  the  life  of  the  Word,  or  Son  of  God 
in  the  flesh,  was  manifested  to  the  senses  of 
all  who  conversed  with  him.  And  we  apos¬ 
tles,  who  accompanied  him  during  his  abode 
on  earth,  have  seen  it,  and  bear  witness, 
and  declare  to  you  that  life  which  is  eter¬ 
nal,  which  the  Word  possessed  with  the 
Father,  and  which  was  manifested  to  us  at 
his  baptism,  transfiguration,  and  resurrec¬ 
tion. 

3  I  say,  that  which  we  apostles  have 
actually  seen  and  heard,  pertaining  to  the 
appearing  of  the  Word  in  the  flesh,  we  de¬ 
clare  to  you  as  absolutely  certain,  that,  by 
believing  our  testimony,  ye  also  may  enter 
into  our  fellowship:  and  our  fellowship  truly 
is  with  the  Father  of  the  universe,  and  with 
his  Son  Jesus  Christ;  consequently  it  is  a 
more  honorable  and  a  more  powerfully  pro¬ 
tected  society  than  any  of  the  heathen  fel¬ 
lowships. 

4  These  things,  concerning  our  fellow¬ 
ship  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  we  write 
to  you  who  have  entered  into  our  fellow¬ 
ship,  that  your  joy,  on  account  of  the  great 
honor  and  safety  which  ye  have  obtained 
therein,  may  be  complete. 

5  Moreover,  to  show  you  the  advantage 
of  being  members  of  our  fellowship,  this  is 
the  message  which  we  apostles  have  heard 
from  the  living  Word,  and  which  we  declare 
to  you,  that  God,  the  Father  of  the  universe, 
and  head  of  our  fellowship,  is  possessed  of 


all  moral  perfection,  and  in  him  is  no  evil 
nor  error  at  all 

6  Wherefore,  if  we  say.  Certainly  we 
have  fellowship  with  God,  (ver.  3',  note  3  ), 
although  we  practice  wickedness,  we  lie,  and 
do  not  the  truth :  we  do  not  act  agreeably 
to  the  true  doctrine  of  the  gospel,  nor  to  the 
true  nature  of  the  fellowship  which  we  pre¬ 
tend  to  have  with  God. 

7  But  if  we  practice  holiness,  after  the 
example  of  God,  the  head  of  our  fellowship, 
who  is  infinitely  pure,  he  and  we  have  fel¬ 
lowship  with  one  another;  he  by  bestowing, 
and  we  by  receiving  happiness:  And  the 
blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  his  Son,  shed  as  an 
atonement,  will  deliver  us  from  the  punish¬ 
ment  of  all  our  sins. 

8  If  we  say,  with  the  Nicolaitans,  that 
we  have  no  sins  to  be  cleansed  from,  being 
allowed  under  the  gospel  to  do  what  we  list, 
we  deceive  ourselves,  and  the  true  doctrine 
of  God  is  not  in  us. 

9  The  doctrine  of  the  Nicolaitans,  that 
believers  have  no  sin  to  be  pardoned,  doth 
not  afford  men  more  comfort  than  the  true 
doctrine  of  the  gospel,  which  is,  If  we  con¬ 
fess  our  sins  to  God  with  a  firm  resolution 
to  forsake  them,  he  is  faithful  to  his  prom¬ 
ise,  and  just  to  his  Son  whom  he  sent  ti> 
save  sinners;  so  that  he  can  forgive  sins  to 
us,  and  debase  us  from  all  unrighteousness 
by  his  Spirit. 

10  If,  with  the  Nicolaitans,  we  say  that 
we  have  not  sinned  by  any  thing  we  have 
done,  because  all  actions  are  free  to  us,  we 
endeavor  to  make  God  a  liar,  who,  by  ap¬ 
pointing  his  Son  to  die  as  a  propitiation,  and 
by  promising  to  pardon  us  on  account  of 
that  propitiation,  hath  declared  that  we  are 
sinners;  consequently  his  word  is  not  in  us. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  LESSON. 


A  Declaration. 

I  Of  the  Son  of  God ; 

1.  What  was  revealed  is 
a.  Described,  it  is  something 

(1)  Eternal,  That  which  was  from 
the  beginning  1 

(2)  That  has  been  heard,  Which 
we  have  heard, 

(3)  That  has  been  seen,  Which  we 
have  seen; 


(4)  That  has  been  handled,  Our 
hands  have  handled; 

(5)  That  is  personal,  Of  the  Word 
of  life. 

b.  A  parenthesis,  of  its 

(1)  Manifestation,  For  the  life 

was  manifested;  i 

(2)  Proclaiming,  We  have  seen  it 

&c„  | 

(3)  Manifestation  again,  And  was 
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manifested  unto  us. 

2.  A  Repetition  3 

!  ii.  With  wlsat  design  this  was  declared, 

a.  For  fellowship, 

(1)  With  the  apostles,  That  ye 
may  have  fellowship  with  us. 

(2)  With  the  Father,  Truly  our 

1  fellowship  is  with  the  Father; 

x  (3)  With  the  Son,  And  with  his 

Son  Jesus  Christ 

b.  For  joy 

(1)  The  declaration,  The  things  I 
write  &c.  4 

(2)  The  joy  flowing  therefrom, 
That  your  joy  may  be  full. 

'H.  Of  Ood  as  pertains  to 

1.  His  attributes,  wherein  is  declared 

a.  What  he  is,  God  is  light  5 

b.  W hat  he  is  not,  In  him  is  no  dark¬ 
ness. 

2.  His  fellowship 

m.  How  we  do  not  have  fellowship 


with  God,  If  we  say  &c. 
b.  How  we  do  have  fellowshipship 
with  God,  But  if  we  walk  in  the 
light  7 

«.  What  it  will  benefit  us.  The  blood 
of  Jesus  Christ  cleanseth  from  all 
sin  < 

III.  Of  Sin 

1.  Its  denial,  If  we  say  we  have  no 
sin  8 

2.  Its  confession,  where  we  notice 

а.  Its  nature,  If  we  confess  our  sins 
&e.  9 

б.  Its  benefits  are 

(1)  Forgiveness,  He  is  faithful 
and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins; 

(2)  Cleansing,  And  to  cleanse  us 

3.  Again  the  denial  of  our  sins, 

a.  The  nature  of  this  denial,  If  we 
say  we  have  no  sin  10 
h.  The  consequences,  We  make  him 
a  liar. — Starke. 


BLABKBOARD  EXERCISES. 


We  were  all  lost  in  darkness  and  sin,  but 
tlie  Star  of  Bethlehem  appeared  to  the  wise 
men  as  a  guide,  to  direct  them,  that  they 
might  see  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  arise  on 
earth.  “Jesus  is  our  Life  and  light,  and  in  him 
is  no  darkness  at  all."”  May  we  be  wise  and 
not  deceive  ourselves,  but  walk  in  the  light, 
to  the  fountain  of  life  and  joy  which  is  flowing 
from  Calvary's  Cross,  and  there  confess  our 
sins,  and  he  cleansed  from  all  unrighteous¬ 
ness. — C.  F.  Lindig. 


LESSON  HYMN 

My  dying  Saviour  and  my  God, 

Fountain  for  guilt  and  sin! 

Sprinkle  me  ever  with  thy  blood, 

And  cleanse  and  keep  me  clean. 

Wash  me,  and  make  me  thus  thine  own; 

Wash  tne,  and  mine  thou  art; 

Wash  me,  hut  not  my  feet  alone — 

My  hands,  my  head,  my  heart. 


'l  he  Teachers  Journal ,  S23* 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


This  epistle  was  written  after  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  Jerusalem  not  far  from  the  time  the 
gospel  according  to  St.  John  was  written; 
probably  toward  the  close  of  his  life  A.  D. 
85  or  90 

A  comparison  of  the  opening  of  this 
Epistle  with  that  of  the  Gospel  by  the  same 
author  shows  a  striking  similarity.  The 
apostle,  without  entering  any  formal  argu¬ 
ment  like  St.  Paul,  contents  himself  with 
setting  forth,  in  his  emphatic  manner,  the 
positive  truth,  that  the  only  way  in  which 
we  can  have  fellowship  with  the  Father 
must  be  through  the  incarnation  and  medi¬ 
ation  of  his  Son. — James  McDonald,  D.  D. 

The  subject  of  the  Gospel  of  John  is 
the  Son  of  God:  the  subject  of  the  Epistle 
is  the  sons  of  God.  The  whole  Epistle  is 
divided  into  two  parts;  the  first  (chs.  1.  2) 
shows  us  the  family  with  their  Father;  the 
second  (chs.  3-5)  gives  us  the  family  in 
their  life  in  the  wool  1. — William  Lincoln. 

1.  That  which  was  from  the  leginning. 
Not  the  beginning  of  time,  nor  of  creation, 
but  ever  since  God  was;  that  is  from  all 
eternity. 

The  beginning  is  used  here  as  in  John  i. 
1.  2,  referring  to  the  pre-existence  of  Christ. 

That  which.  In  the  neuter  gender,  but 
referring  clearly  to  Christ.  The  neuter  is 
used  because  he  thinks  of  Christ  as  the 
“Word  of  life,”  “or  the  Life.” — J.  I.  Hum¬ 
bert,  D.  D. 

Johnl:  1,  “In  the  beginning  was  the 
Word.”  Jesus  Christ,  though  manifested 
as  a  man,  and  born  on  the  earth,  was  no 
new  being,  but  existed  with  and  as  God 
from  the  eternities.  From  the  beginning, 
because  Christ  must  begin  with  coming 
down  to  us.  The  picture  is  at  once  the  Son 
of  God  descending  to  the  state  in  which  we 
were,  to  bring  us  there. — Lincoln. 

Heard,  seen,  looked  upon,  handled. — 
These  words  suggest  his  coining  nearer  and 
nearer.  Heard,  in  the  distance;  seent  a 
nearer  place,  within  sight;  looked  upon,  at¬ 
tentively  contemplated  (the  more  you  look 
at  him,  the  more  you  see  the  glories  that 
are  in  him);  handledt  touched,  as  John  in 
the  bosom  of  Jesus  at  the  last  supper. — 
William  Lincoln. 

W e  cannot  fail  to  notice  that  this  repeti¬ 


tion  and  reiteration  were  intended  for; 
strong  testimony  to  the  actual  appearance 
of  the  divine  Word  in  human  flesh,  in  3k 
real  personal  body  like  other  bodies. — i 
Cowles.  : 

John  spoke  from  experience:  be  declared, 
what  he  knew.  It  was  no  myth,  no  vision, 
no  picture  of  the  imagination,  but  a  real- 
living  Saviour,  whom  he  personally  had 
heard  and  seen  and  handled. 

The  Ward  of  Life.  Christ,  who  is  in  liis 
divine  personality,  the  Bread  of  Life  itself^ 
conveys  it  by  the  teachings  of  his  Word. 

Compare  the  expressions,  Bread  of  life, 
John  vi.  35;  Light  of  life,  John  viii.  12; 
Tree  of  life,  Rev.  ii,  1. 

Christ  is  the  fountain  of  life;  he  is  the 
means  by  which  we  receive  life;  he  gives  us 
eternal  life  from  God;  and  the  question  of* 
eternal  life  is  the  greatest  question  which 
man  has  to  consider.  He  is  the  source  olf 
all  life,  natural  and  spiritual  (John  i.  1—3). 

2.  For  the  life  was  manifested.  Christ, 
was  manifested.  He  who  is  “the  life,” 
having  previously  dwelt  in  the  bosom  of  the' 
Father,  “whom  no  man  hath  seen  nor  can' 
see”  took  upon  him  our  flesh,  and  was 
manifested  to  the  world. 

The  whole  verse  is  parenthetical,  and  yet 
necessary  to  show  how  he  who  is  “life”  could 
be  the  object  of  sight,  the  subject  of  human 
testimony. 

We  have  seen  it.  We  have  looked,  gazed 
upon  with  the  utmost  care  and  diligence,1 
We  have  not  been  deceived:  we  are  sure  it? 
was  not  an  illusion.  He  says  this  in  ordev 
to  make  his  hearers  perfectly  sure  of  th© 
matter. — Luther. 

From  being  invisible,  he  became  visible. 
Though  originally  with  God,  and  dwelling 
with  him  (John  i.  1,  2),  yet  he  came  forth? 
and  appeared  among  men,  and  we  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  and  knowing  what  he- 
was. — Barnes. 

Observe  the  repetition  of  the  statement 
that  the  apostle  had  himself  seen  the  Lord,, 
in  opposition  to  those  that  said  he  was  a. 
phantom,  and  no  real  roan  at  all. 

And,  bear  witness .  John  had  seen  this  life; 
not  only  for  his  own  benefit,  it  was  revealed 
to  him  that  he  might  share  it  with  others^ 

This  rule  applies  to  all  other  gifts  from> 
God. 
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Our  strongest  argument  with  men  is  that 
personal  experience  we  have  of  the  truth 
and  power  of  Christ  as  a  Saviour. 

That  eternal  life.  The  life  is  called  eter- 
*al,  because  it  did  not  take  its  beginning  in 
the  world,  but,  rather,  gave  a  beginning  to 
the  world.  It  is  the  absolute  life,  the  source 
and  root  of  all  life. — Lange. 

So  the  Christian  life  is  eternal  life,  because 
St  is  the  same  kind  of  life  as  God's,  Which 
never  ends. 

Which  teas  with  the  Father,  fyc.  The  pre- 
®xisteuce  of  the  World  is  affirmed,  then  the 
sfianifestation,  made  possible  by  the  incar¬ 
nation. 

“He  himself  was  truly  and  altogether 
Sife,  eternal  life  in  liis  being,  of  the  same 
^ife-substauoe  with  God  the  Father,  indis¬ 
solubly  united  with  him,  altogether  distin¬ 
guished  from  him  in  person.”  (Braune.) 

And  was  manifested.  In  Christ's  human 
life  on  earth. 

Here  the  parenthesis  ends. 

3.  That  which  we  have  seen  and  heard. 
This  is  our  own  personal  testimony,  not 
what  we  have  received  from  others.  There 
is  thus  so  much  less  liability  to  error. 

This  is  repeated  after  the  parenthesis 
in  verse  1. 

Declare  we  unto  you.  He  now  expresses 
Lis  object  in  declaring,  as  it  is  the  same 
with  the  purpose  of  all  true  preachers  and 
teachers. 

That  ye  also.  As  well  as  other  Christians. 
This  is  the  general  purpose:  the  special  one 
of  the  present  letter  is  given  in  verse  4. 

May  have  fellowship  with  us,  i.  e.,  the 
epostles  and  eye-witnesses.  Not  such  fel¬ 
lowship  as  they  have,  but  with  them.  Such 
Q  fellowship  of  belief  and  love  is  wrought  by 
the  Holy  Gh  >st,  but  through  the  preaching 
of  the  apostle. 

,  Our  fellowship  with  the  Father.  Fellow¬ 
ship  is  an  old  Saxon  word,  and  communion 
an  old  Latin  one,  meaning  the  same  thing. 
Fellowship  means  partnership,  as  the  sons 
Of  Zebedee  were  partners  of  the  ship.  The 
Bon  of  God  wanted  partners,  wanted  com¬ 
panions.  Christ  did  not  want  to  enjoy  all  by 
himself,  he  wanted  companions.  We  shall 
•hare  with  Jesus  Ghrist  all  the  glory,  as  the 
heirs  of  God  and  the  joint  heirs,  with 
Christ. — Wm.  Lincoln. 

Compare  John  xvii.  23,  “I  in  them  and 


they  in  me,  that  they  may  be  made  perfect 
in  one.” 

No  mention  is  made  here  of  the  Spirit, 
because  it  is  only  through  the  Spirit,  that 
the  Father  and  the  Son  dwell  in  our  hearts. 

And  with  his  Son  Jesus  Christ.  Observe 
tho  repeated  with,  distinguishing  the  per¬ 
sonality,  winch  the  very  feet  of  the  fellow¬ 
ship  with  both,  unites  the  two  in  the  God¬ 
head. — Alford. 

John  came  to  know  and  love  the  incarnate 
Son;  and  by  means  of  shaping  his  own 
character  more  and  more  into  the  same 
image,  there  sprang  up  the  sweet  confidence 
of  mutual  friendship  and  fellowship.  And 
then  through  the  manifestation  of  the  Son 
of  God,  John  came  to  know  the  Father,  and 
to  have  fellowship  with  him.  Essentially 
what  was  true  of  John  becomes  true  of  all 
deoiples  of  Jesus. — Cowles. 

4.  These  things  write  we.  The  epistle  as 
a  whole  is  meant. 

That  your  joy.  Our  blessed  religion  is 
eminently  one  of  jov.  Paul,  Peter  and 
John  especially  iusists  on  it,  not  only  as  an 
occasional  or  rare  privilege,  but  as  the  duty 
and  habit  and  true  condition  of  the  soul. 
The  joy  of  the  Lord  is  your  strength. 

Fall  Or  be  made  full,  completely  ac¬ 
complished.  We  are  to  rise  to  the  height 
of  our  privileges,  to  receive  and  enjoy  all 
the  gifts  of  God. 

God’s  desire  for  men  is  that  perfect  joy 
which  is  the  fruit  of  a  perfect  life — Joy  in 
holiness,  joy  in  doing  good,  joy  in  commun¬ 
ion  with  God. 

The  unhappy  Christian  is  so,  not  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  religion,  but  on  account  of  not 
having  enough  religion. 

5.  This  is  the  message.  The  first  leading 
thought  of  the  epistle  is  introduced  as  a 
message  from  Christ  himself.  The  message 
was  obtained  not  from  the  words  of  Christ 
alone,  but  from  his  acts,  his  person,  in  fact, 
all  that  is  set  forth  in  verse  1. 

The  apostle  now  enters  on  the  great  sub¬ 
ject  of  his  epistle,  which  is  the  Person, 
and  Character  of  God  in  Christ. 

Ood  is  light.  This  is  God's  essence.  The 
figure  represents  mainly  the  thoughts  of 
truth  and  purity:  God  is  absolute  truth  and 
purity  or  holiness.  1 

Light  in  the  scriptures  is  the  emblem  of 
purity,  truth,  knowledge,  prosperity,  and 
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happiness;  as  darkness  is  of  the  opposite. 
John  here  says  that  “God  is  light,”  not 
the  light,  or  a  light,  but  light  itself that  is, 
he  is  himself  all  light,  and  is  the  source  and 
fountain  of  light  in  all  worlds. 

He  is  perfectly  pure,  without  any  ad¬ 
mixture  of  sin:  he  has  all  knowledge  with¬ 
out  any  admixture  of  ignorance  on  any  sub¬ 
ject;  he  is  infinitely  happy,  with  nothing  to 
make  him  miserable;  he  is  infinitely  true, 
never  sharing  or  countenancing  error;  he  is 
blessed  in  all  bis  ways,  never  knowing  the 
darkness  of  disappointment  or  adversity. — 
Barnes. 

No  darkness  at  all.  Darkness  here  as 
opposed  to  light,  implies  falsehood  and  sin. 
probably  ignorance  and  death  also. 

No  darkness  at  all,  whether  of  mind,  or 
will,  or  nature.  This  is  said  in  opposition 
to  the  Gnostics,  who  held  two  gods,  one  of 
light  and  one  of  darkness. 

6.  If  we  say.  Profess  in  public  to  our¬ 
selves. 

The  sequence  is  clear.  The  apostle  con¬ 
cludes.  from  the  being  and  nature  of  God, 
the  nature  of  their  life  who  live  in  fellow¬ 
ship  with  God. — Lange. 

Fellowship  with  him.  That  we  belong  to 
him,  are  Christians,  are  the  children  and 
heirs  of  God. 

And  walk.  Live,  act,  move,  have  our  be¬ 
ing  and  sphere  of  action  in  the  light  in  which 
God  is.— It  is  sin,  error  falseness,  insincerity, 
— all  the  deeds  of  darkness. 

The  Gnostics  held  that  by  virtue  of  their 
divine  knowledge  they  were  “free  to  act  as 
they  chose,  and  were  not  polluted  thereby,” 
or  separated  from  God. 

We  lie.  Our  assertion  is  false.  Because 
it  is  impossible  to  be  with  God,  where  all  is 
light,  and  at  the  same  time  live  in  darknoss. 

Bo  not  the  truth  Not  a  mere  repetition 
of  “we  lie,”  but  an  independent  proposition, 
answering  to  “walk  in  darkness,”  and  assert¬ 
ing  that  all  such  walking  in  darkness  is  a 
notdoing  of  the  truth. — Alford. 

Here  the  truth  is  spoken  of,  not  merely  as 
a  system  of  doctrine  to  be  intellectually  re¬ 
ceived,  but  as  a  practical  life,  belonging  to 
the  entire  spiritual  being,  and  to  be  believed 
and  obeyed  as  if  it  were  a  code  of  laws. 

7  But  if  we  walk  in  the  light.  Walk  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  truth  as  made  known  to  us, 
meeting  every  call  of  duty,  yielding  sweetly 


to  every  honest  moral  conviction,  seeking 
supremely  to  know  God’s  will  and  do  it.  i. 

As  he  is  in  the  light.  God  is  in  the  light 
eternally,  perfectly  :  we  walk  in  the  light,! 
moving  onward  toward  perfection.  Notice: 
that  this  is  no  mere  imitation  of  God,  but  is 
an  identity  in  the  essential  element  of  God’s 
eternal  beiDg. — Alford. 

If  we  are  in  God.  spiritually  in  union  with 
him,  his  light  is  ours;  and  we  walk  in  it  be¬ 
cause  we  are  joined  to  him.  He  that  is 
oiued  unto  the  Lord,  is  one  pirit.  1  Cor.r 
vi.  17. 

We  have  felloship  one  with  another.  As. 
we  all  partake  of  his  feelings  and  views,  we 
shall  resemble  each  other.  Loving  the  same 
God,  embracing  the  same  views,  of  religion* 
and  living  for  the  same  ends,  we  shall  of 
of  course  have  much  that  is  common  to  us 
all,  and  thus  shall  have  fellowship  with  each 
other. — Barnes. 

We  can  only  have  real  spiritual  commun- 
on  as  Christians  with  each  other  when  we 
have  already  communion  with  God.  God  in 
Christ  is  the  center  of  the  fellowship  of 
saints. 

The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  blood  of 
Jesus,  the  personal  Redeemer,  shed  on  the 
cross  as  a  propitiatory  sacrifice  for  the  sin  of 
the  world. — Alford.  i 

The  blood  which  Jesus  shed  as  a  sacrifice 
at  his  crucifixion. —the  sacrificial  death  of 
Jesus. — Dusterdick. 

No  mention  is  here  made  of  faith,  but  of 
shedding  of  the  blood  of  Jesus  the  Son  of 
God.  The  actual  objective  cause,  once  for 
all,  of  our  reconciliation  and  sanctification. 
—Alford. 

Cleanseth  from  all  sinl  The  general 
meaning  is  plain,  that,  in  regard  to  anv  and; 
every  sin  of  which  we  may  be  conscious, 
there  is  efficacy  in  that  blood  to  remove  it,, 
and  to  make  us  wholly  pure.  There  is  no 
stain  made  by  sin  so  deep  that  the  blood  of 
Christ  cannot  take  it  entirely  away  from 
the  soul. 

Of  course,  however,  it  is  meant  that  the 
blood  cleanses  from  all  sin  only  on  the  con¬ 
ditions  on  which  its  efficacy  can  be  made 
available  to  man,— by  repentance  for  the 
past,  and  by  a  cordial  reception  of  the 
Saviour  through  faith. — Barnes. 

8.  If  we  say  we  have  no  sin.  If  we  say 
we  are  absolutely  sinless,  and  need  not  tke 
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application  of  Christ’s  cleansing  blood. — 
Biblical  Museum. 

St.  John  is  writing  to  persons  whose  sins 
have  been  forgiven  them;  and  therefore 
necessarily  the  present  ten«e  (we  have)  re¬ 
fers  not  to  any  previous  state  of  sinful  life 
before  conversion,  but  to  their  now  existing 
state  and  the  sins  to  which  they  are  liable 
in  that  state. 

There  is  an  apparent  contradiction  be¬ 
tween  this  verse  and  cli.  iii.  6,  where  it  is 
said,  “whosoever  abideth  in  him  sinneth 
not.”  This  last  is  spoken  of  as  the  state  of 
sin  ruling  the  soul,  the  former  of  more  in¬ 
cidental  and  unintentional  sins.  Moreover 
it  may  be  said,  that,  as  far  as  one  sinneth, 
he  does  not  abide  in  Christ.  The  two  states 
are  incompatible. 

We  deceive  ourselves.  We  have  wrong 
views  about  our  character.  No  man  knows 
himself  who  supposes  that  in  all  respects  he 
is  perfectly  pure. — Barnes. 

The  truth  is  not  in  us.  True  faith.  The 
truth  respecting  God1  s  holiness  and  our  sin¬ 
fulness,  which  is  the  very  first  spark  of 
light  in  us,  has  no  place  in  us. — Alford. 

9.  If  we  confess  our  sins .  With  an  earn¬ 
est  desire  to  be  forgiven,  and  the  purpose  to 
avoid  them.  Confession  of  sins  must  come 
before  forsaking  it.  It  is  the  same  of  divine 
pardon  that  encourages  us  to  forsake  it; 
and  we  must  first  see  and  acknowledge  our 
sin  before  it  can  be  overcome. 

We  must  not  only  recognize  our  sins  but 
confess  them  to  God  in  secret,  and  when 
necessary  to  men  who  are  injured  thereby, 
or  to  our  Christian  brethren  who  suffer  from 
their  fellowship  with  us. 

He  is  faithful  and  just .  He  will  be  just 
in  the  sense  that  he  will  be  true  to  his 
promises,  and  since  he  has  promised  to 
pardon  sinners,  he  will  be  found  faithful  to 
adhere  to  those  engagements. — Barnes. 

God  having  accepted  the  sacrifice  of 
Christ  as  a  sufficient  atonement  for  sin, 


henceforth  regards  it  a  matter  of  justice  to 
fulfill  his  covenant  of  peace,  and  to  pardon 
all  who  come  to  him  in  Christ’s  name. 

To  forgive.  Freely,  fully,  forever. 

To  cleanse.  Purify  from  all  filthiness,  so 
that  henceforth,  we  more  and  more  become 
free  from  the  pressure  of  sin  through  the 
spirit  of  sanctification. 

Our  heavenly  Father  does  not  account  it 
enough  merely  to  forgive  the  sinner.  He 
also  cleanseth  and  delivers  him  from  the 
power  and  love  of  sin. 

Unrighteousness.  “Sin,”  because  “sin  is 
the  transgression  of  the  law,”  and  the  law 
is  the  expression  of  God  righteousness,  so 
that  sin  is  unrighteousness. — J.  F.  and  B.. 

The  nature  of  true  confession  appears, 
from  this  part  of  the  verse:  it  springs  from 
a  desire  not  simply  for  pardon,  hut  for  pur¬ 
ity;  hence  is  not  formal  and  with  the  lips’ 
merely,  but  real  and  hearty. 

10.  If  we  say,  A  repetition  of  the 
thought  of  verse  8,  but  more  emphatic. 

We  have  not  sinned.  If  we  say  that  we 
have  not  been,  and  are  not  still,  sinners. 
The  reference  is  to  indwelling  sin,  to  im- 
imperfect  sanctification. 

We  make  him  a  liar .  By  contradicting 
him. 

There  is  a  regular  gradation. 

First,  “we  lie”  (verse  6);  then,  “we  de¬ 
ceive  ourselves;”  and  this  is  the  climax. 
We  make  him  a  liar,  because  everywhere  in 
his  word  (aud  in  our  conscience  also)  he  de¬ 
clares  that  we  sin. 

His  word  is  not  in  us.  If  we  deny  that 
we  are  sinners  his  word  has  no  standing- 
place  in  us.  We  may  have  listened  to  it 
with  our  ears,  and  assented  to  it  with  our 
lips;  but  it  is  not  in  our  heart. 

To  deny  our  sin  is  to  put  the  whole  Bible 
outside  of  our  hearts.  One  who  does  this, 
denies  God’s  faithfulness,  despises  the  blood 
of  Christ,  has  no  fellowship  with  him  who 
is  light. 


PRACTICAL  REFLECTIONS. 


The  Blood  of  Christ  cleanseth  from 
all  sin.  1  John  i,  7. 

This  statement  involves  the  following 
particulars: 

I.  We  can  never  cleanse  ourselves;  our 
cleansing  remains  the  work  of  Christ; 


II.  It  is  just  the  death  of  Christ  that  ef¬ 
fects  our  cleansing; 

III.  Sin  still  cleaves  to  the  justified;  Justi¬ 
fication  does  not  miraculously  or 
magically  cancel  sin; 

IV.  Justification  introduces  the  believers 
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'•  into  the  walk  into  the  light; 

V.  Sanctification  is  the  continuation  of 
justification;  it  must  ever  return  to  it 
and  recur  to  its  power. 

'  VI.  Sanctification  is  a  work  gradual  in  its 
growth. 

VII  It  has  respect  to  all  sin,  not  only  to 
its  manifestation,  but  to  its  seat  and 
origin; 

VIII.  Justification  and  sanctification  recip¬ 
rocally  operate  on  and  promote  each 
other.— Karl  Braune,  D.  D. 

The  firm  Foundation  of  our  Faith, 

It  rests 

I.  On  the  Apostolical  Annunciation  of  the 
witnesses  of  Him  who  is  the  Beginner, 
fulfiller  and  object  of  our  faith,  v.  1: 

II.  On  its  joyful  import,  v.  2,  which  could 
not  have  spontaneously  entered  into 
any  man’s  heart; 

HI.  On  the  testimony  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
those  who  receive  the  word  of  faith 
from  the  lips  of  the  aforesaid  witness¬ 
es. — Braune. 


Christian  Jot  is  from  its  very  nature 
the  highest  joy.  For 

1.  Whence  is  it?  Of  God,  of  heavenly 
origin; 

2.  What  does  it  aim  at?  The  eternal 
salvation  of  our  souls; 

3.  For  whom  does  it  exist?  For  all 
in  the  same  manner — without  ex¬ 
ception; 

II.  (Condition  on  our  part). 

1.  Acquire  a  thorough  understanding 
of  the  truth  that  sin  is  our  common 
misery,  and  that  none  can  save  us 
therefrom,  but  Jesus  Christ  alone.  1 

2.  Believe  in  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God:  i 

3.  Animate  this  faith  by  habits  of  de-j 
votion. — Braune. 

The  Apostolic  Testimony  of  the  Word 
of  Life. 

I.  How  it  is  attested  (as  to  its  verificaA 
tion); 

II.  How  joyful  it  is,  (as  to  its  object);  Thq 
life  was  manifested,  and  as  to  its  ef¬ 
fects;  Fellowship  of  Christians  among 
themselves  and  with  God. 


QUESTIONS. 


1.  Who  Is  meant  by  the  Word  of  Life  ? 
What  is  he  called  in  John  i.  i. 

How  long  had  the  Son  of  God  existed  ? 

2.  What  is  Christ  called  in  verse  2  ? 

Who  had  seen  Christ? 

3.  Whose  test;mony  is  given  in  verse  3? 
What  two  kinds  of  fellowship  are  men¬ 
tioned  in  this  verse  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  fellowship? 

4.  What  was  the  apostle’s  purpose  in  writ¬ 

ing? 

How  did  Christ  express  the  same  desire  ? 
John  xv.  11. 

How  may  our  joy  be  full  ?  John  xvi  24. 
5-  What  message  is  here  given  concerning 
God  ? 

What  does  Christ  say  of  himself  in  John 
viii.  12.  ? 

What  is  here  meant  by  light  ? 

What  is  meant  by  darkness  ? 


6.  What  is  here  said  of  those  who  walk 

in  darkness  ? 

What  is  said  in  Eph.  v.  8-11  ? 

7.  What  is  it  to  walk  in  the  light  ? 

What  is  the  privilege  of  those  who  walk 

in  the  light? 

What  is  said  in  the  golden  text? 

When  did  Christ  shed  his  blood  for  us? 
What  is  said  of  Christ’s  blood  in  Eph. 
i.  7, 

What  is  said  in  Rev.  i.  5. 

8.  Can  we  truly  say  that  we  have  never 

sinned? 

What  is  said  in  Eccles.  vii.  20? 

9.  What  is  our  duty  as  given  in  verse  9? 
What  blessing  shall  we  then  receive? 
What  warning  and  promise  do  we  find 

in  Prov.xxviii,  13? 

10  How  do  some  try  to  make  God  a  liar? 
What  confession  do  we  find  in  Psa.  R 
3.  4. 


LESSON  VII.— NOV.  16.— THE  LOVE  OF  THE  FATHER. 

1  John  iv.  7-16.  Golden  Text. — 1  John  iv.  19. 

7  Beloved,  let  us  love  one  another  :  forlove  10  Herin  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God.  but 

is  of  God ;  and  everv  one  that  loveth  is  born  of  that  he  loved  us,  and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the 

God,  and  knowetb  God.  propitiation  for  our  sins. 

8  He  that  loveth  not  knoweth  not  God  ;  for  11  Beloved,  if  God  so  loved  us,  we  ought 

God  is  love.  also  to  love  one  another. 

9  In  this  was  manifested  the  love  of  God  12  No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time, 
toward  us,  because  that  God  sent  his  only-be-  If  we  love  one  another,  God  dwelleth  in  usj 
gotten  Son  into  the  world,  that  we  might  live  and  his  love  is  perfected  in  us. 

through  him.  13  Hereby  know  we  that  we  dwell  in  himj 
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fond  he  in  us,  because  he  hath  given  us  of  his  the  Son  of  God,  God  dwelleth  in  him,  and  he 
Spirit.  in  God. 

14  And  we  have  seen  and  do  testify  that  16  And  we  have  known  and  believed  the 

the  Father  sent  the  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  love  that  God  hath  to  us.  God  is  love;  and  he 
tvorld.  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God,  and 

15  Whosoever  shall  confess  that  Je'sus  is  God  in  him. 

■  GCLDEN  TEXT. — We  love  him,  because  he  first  loved  us.  1  John  iv.  19. 


LESSON  STORY. 


We  have  studied  in  many  lessons  about 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  have  learned  that  He 
is  our  great  High  Priest;  our  one  offering; 
the  object  of  Faith;  the  perfect  pattern,  and 
the  perfect  Saviour;  and  so  we  are  not  in 
danger  of  forgetting  that  Jesus  loves  us;  but 
we  often  think  of  God  the  heavenly  Father 
as  far  away  from  us,  and  His  love  for  us 
does  not  seem  as  tender  or  as  strong  as  the 
love  of  Christ.  But  in 

In  our  Lesson  To-Day  we  are  taught  that 
God  is  Love  and  that  all  love  is  from  Him. 
“In  this  was  manifested  (or  show  n)  the  love 
of  God  toward  us,  because  that  God  sent 
His  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world  that 
we  mrght  live.”  So  we  see  that  it  is  God 
the  Father  whose  love  sent  the  Lord  Jesus 
to  our  world,  and  we  may  better  know  how 
great  that  love  is,  when  we  think  that  Jesus 
is  His  only  Son.  Verse  10  says,  “Herein  is 
love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  He 
loved  us;”  and  the  Golden  Text  shows  that 
our  love  for  Him  is  all  because  “He  first 
loved  us.”  Think  how  great  His  love  to  us 
and  how  much  He  has  done  to  show  this 
love.  Every  blessing  in  life  is  from  His 
hand.  Life  itself,  health,  friends  and  every 
pleasant  thing  in  this  woxld  are  His  gifts  to 


us,  and  He  does  not  get  tired  of  caring  for 
us.  Every  day  brings  new  blessings;  eveiy 
night  lie  watches  over  us.  But  though  we 
ought  to  thank  Him  for  all  these  things  and 
love  Him  too,  yet  this  lesson  and  His  Word 
everywhere  teaches  us  that  the  gift  which 
above  all  others  shows  His  love  for  us  is  the 
gift  of  His  Son,  and  we  should  think  of  this 
above  all  else  that  God  lias  done  for  us. 
Herein  is  Love.  Never  was  such  love 
known  before,  for  “God  commendetb  His 
love  toward  us  in  that  while  we  were  yet 
sinners  Christ  died  for  us.”  And  what 
shall  we  do  in  return  for  such  love  as  this  ? 
Surely  we  should  love  Him  with  all  our 
hearts  and  serve  Him  with  all  our  strength. 
Yes,  and  He  says,  “If  God  so  loved  us,  we 
ought  also  to  love  one  another/’  It  ought 
to  be  easy  for  children  in  the  sams  family  to 
love  each  other,  and  if  we  belong  to  the 
family  of  God  we  should  love  all  his  children. 
“God  is  love”  and  He  says  those  who  dwell 
in  love,  dwell  in  God,  ond  “if  we  love  one 
another,  God  dwelleth  in  us.”  So  then  if 
we  are  God’s  children.  He  expects  us  to  love, 
and  work,  and  pray  for  others,  that  so  we 
may  show  them  what  the  love  of  God  is. 


QUESTIONS. 

What  was  our  lesson  last  Sunday  ?  loved  us.  and  gave  his  Son  to  die  for  us* 

Wliat  is  our  lesson  to-day  ?  How  much  should  we  love  him  ?  With  al1 

What  does  our  lesson  say  about  God  ?  God  our  heart  and  soul  and  strength. 

is  love.  Whom  else  should  we  love?  We  should 

What  has  he  done  to  show  his  love  to  us?  love  one  another. 

He  has  sent  bis  Son  to  die  for  us.  Where  is  God’s  love  declared  ?  In  his  holy 

Why  should  we  love  God  ?  Bscause  he  first  word. 


PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 

7  Beloved,  let  us  not  imitate  the  false  us  love  one  another;  for  love  is  from  God,' 
teachers  in  neglecting  the  offices  of  love,  on  and  every  one  that  lovetli  his  brother  hath 
pretence  that  knowledge  is  the  only  thing  been  begotten  of  God,  and  knoweth  God. 
necessary  to  the  children  of  God:  But  let  8  He  who  doth  not  love  his  brother,  doth 
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not  know  God  aright,  whatever  he  may  pre¬ 
tend:  For  God  is  love,  without  any  mixture 
of  malevolence. 

9  Tn  this  is  the  highest  love;  not  that  we 
loved  God  lirst,  (ver.  19),  but  that  he  loved 
us,  and  sent  forth  his  Son  into  our  world, 
made  flesh,  to  die  as  a  propitiation  for  our 
sins.  See  chap.  ii.  2.  note  1. 

11  Beloved,  if  God  so  loved  us  whilst  we 
were  sinners,  (Rom.  v.  8.),  we  also  ought, 
in  imitation  of  God,  and  from  gratitude  to 
him,  to  love  one  another,  though  sinners. 

13  No  one  hath  seen  God  at  any  time; 
yet,  from  what  his  Son  hath  taught  us,  we 
know,  that  if  we  love  one  another,  the 
nature  of  God  abideth  in  us,  and  his  love  to 
us  is  carried  to  perfection;  he  loves  us 
greatly,  because  we  partake  of  his  nature. 

13  By  this  we  apostles  know  that  we 
continue  faithful  to  him  in  all  our  doctrines, 
and  that  he  authorizes  our  acting  as  apostles, 
because  he  hath  bestowed  on  us  the  gifts  of 


his  Spirit,  andstill  eontinneth  them  with  us. 

14  Now  we  have  beheld  with  oar  eyes 
what  the  Son  of  God  in  the  flesh  did  and 
suffered  for  the  salvation  of  sinners;  and 
therefore  we  bear  witness,  that  the  Father 
hath  sent  for  his  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of 
the  world. 

15  Wherefore,  every  teacher  who  ao- 
knowledgeth  and  teach eth  that  Jesus  is  the 
Son  of  God  sent  forth  in  the  flesh  to  save 
the  world,  God  authorizes  his  doctrine,  and 
he  abideth  faithful  to  God. 

16  And  having  seen  what  the  Son  did 
for  the  salvation  of  the  world,  (ver.  14.),  we 
apostles  have  known  and  believed  the  great 
love  which  God  bears  to  mankind.  God  is 
love.  Whereford,  he  who  abideth  in  love 
to  his  neighbour,  abideth  in  God,  and  Godl 
in  him :  he  partaketh  of  the  nature  of  God, 
and  God  is  present  with  him  by  his  grace 
and  love. — McKnicht. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  LESSSON, 


Exercise  it?  love  to  the  Brethren. 

To  this  we  should  be  induced  by, 

I.  The  divine  origin  of 

1.  Love,  Love  is  of  God  7 

2.  Those  who  love.  Every  one  that 
loveth  God  is  born  of  God. 

II.  The  divine  knowledge 

1.  Its  presence.  And  knoweth  God 

2.  Its  absence  is 

a.  Described.  He  that  loveth  not, 
knoweth  not  God ;  8 

b,  Proven,  For  God  is  love ; 

III.  The  divine  love,  where  he 

1.  Praises  God’s  love  &c 

a.  An  active  love,  In  this  &c.,  9 

b.  An  anticipating  love.  Not  that 
we  loved  him,  but  he  loved  us;  10 

c.  A  saving  love,  Sent  his  Son  to  be 
a  propitiation  for  our  sins. 

2.  Demands  love  to  the  brethren 

a.  The  inducements.  If  God  so 
loved  us.  11 

b.  The  practice  of  the  same.  We 
ought  also  to  love  one  auother 

IY  The  divine  indwelling,  how  this  takes 
1.  In  ihose  who  love  the  brethren. 
a.  The  invisibility  of  the  indwelling. 


No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any 
time  12 

b.  The  nature  of  this  indwelling,  If 
we  love  one  onother  God  d Wel¬ 
le  tli  in  us  and  his  love  is  perfected 
in  us 

c.  The  certainty  of  the  indwelling. 
Hereby  know  we  that  we  dwell 
in  him  &c.  13 

2.  In  those  who  confess  God; 

a.  Their  testimony 

(1)  Its  ground.  We  have  seen 
that  the  Father  sent  the 
Son.  14 

(2)  Its  nature,  Whosoever  shall 
confess  that  Jesus  is  the  Son 
of  God.  15 

b.  God’s  indwelling,  God  dwelletfk 
in  him  and  he  in  God. 

3.  In  those  who  are  loved, 

a.  The  means,  We  have  known  arid 

believed  &c.  16  ‘ 

b.  The  ground,  God  is  love; 

c.  The  ardor.  He  that  dwelleth'in 
love; 

d.  The  indwelling,  Dwelleth  in  God 
and  God  in  him. — Starke. 
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Copy  the  illustration  on  t!  e  B1  ick  Board: 
leave  out  ihe  word  Love,  but  leave  spnee  tor 
tlie  same  ;  let  the  children  read  it  downwaid, 
upward  and  crossways  ;  ask  them  what  is 
wanting  to  make  sense?  Some  will  say  a 
word  is  left  out.  Ask.  is  there  room  for  it  ? 
I’hey  will  all  answer  that  there  is;  What 
word  shall  1  write  in  it?  The  most  of  them 
will  sav  Love. 

Then  tell  them  how  im perfect  man  is,  i!  hi 
has  not  the  Love  of  Go<!  in  his  heart.  Tin  »e 
ii  room  in  every  body's  heart  for  love,  but  it 
is  oftui  left  out.  because  they  do  not  love  God . 
We  may  have  all  C  hristian  graces  and  if 
we  have  not  love,  it  will  not  help  us  any  in 
the  sic  lit  of  God. 

Let  the  school  answer  the  following  questions: 

What  is  God?  What  is  Live’  Why 
should  we  love  God?  How  did  God  show 
his  love  for  the  world?  What  does  the  first 
put  of  to-da ;’s  lesson  tell  us?  And  what 
the  last  part. — C.  F.  Lindig. 

LESSON  HYMN. 

Our  God  is  love  ;  and  all  his  saints 
His  image  hear  below  : 

The  heart  with  love  to  <<od  inspired, 

With  love  to  man  will  g'o  a. 

None  wdio  are  truly  horn  of  God 
Can  live  in  enmitv  : 

Then  may  we  love  each  other,  'Lord, 

As  we  are  loved  by  thee. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


The  apostle  ■again  takes  up  his  exhorta¬ 
tion  to  brotherly  love,  but  this  time  in 
tire  a  re  r  and  deeper  connection  with  our  birth 
from  God,  and  knowledge  <>f  him  who  is 
himself  love  '(vs.  7,  8$.  This  last  fact  he 
proves  what  God  has  done  for  us  in  and  by 
iris  Son  (vs.  b~-16),  and  establishes  the 
necessao  y  connection  between  love  to  God 
and  love  to  man.  The  passage  is  in  con¬ 
nection  with  v.  hat  went  before,  but  by  links 
at  first  not  very  apparent.  The  great  theme 
of  the  whole  v.a.  announced  (ch.  2:  20). 
The  consideration  of  that  has  passed  into 


the  consideration  of  that  righteousness  in 
its  highest  and  purest  form  of  love,  which 
has  been  recommended  and  grounded  on 
his  love  to  us,  in  ch.  3:  11-18, — the  great 
%:st  of  his  presence  in  us  being  the  gif  of 
nis  Spirit, —  and  now  lie  turns  to  the  main 
s  ibjec I, — An tord. 

7.  Beloved.  This  word  marks  the  fer¬ 
vency  and  affection  of  the  apostle  towards 
his  readers. 

Let  us  love  one  another,  let  us  not  simply 
tolerate,  but  love  one  another  as  Christians 
or  fellow  heirs,  or  redeemed  together. 
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Christians  are  to  adjust  their  love  to  one 
another  to  the  measure  and  example  of 
Christ’s  love  to  them. — B.  Harslet. 

Never  forget  that  in  God’s  family  love  is 
the  principal  thing,  the  bond  of  perfectness, 
the  flower  and  consummation  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  character. — Lillie. 

Love  is  of  God.  All  love  is  from  God  as 
the  fountain,  especially  that  embodiment  of 
love,  God  manifest  in  the  flesh.  The  Father 
also  is  love  (v.  8).  The  Holy  Ghost  sheds 
love  as  its  first  fruit  abroad  in  the  heart. — 
J.  F.  and  B. 

All  love  springs  from  God:  originates  in 
God. 

Every  one  that  loveth  is  born  of  God.  The 
true  child  will  have  his  father’s  character, 
that  of  love. 

The  new  birth  begins  a  new  spiritual  life; 
that  new  life  is  from  God,  hence  it  will  be 
like  God.  Those  that  love  and  learn  are 
begotten  of  God  who  is  love. 

Every  one  who  has  a  true  love  to  Chris¬ 
tians  as  such,  or  true  brotherly  love,  is  a 
true  Christian.  It  is  an  infallible  evidence 
of  true  piety,  if  we  love  the  followers  of 
Christ  as  such. — Barnes. 

Let  each  go  to  his  own  heart;  if  be  find 
there  love  to  the  brethren,  let  him  feel  as¬ 
sured  that  he  has  passed  from  death  unto 
life. — Augustine. 

Knoweth  God.  Spiritually  e  perimen- 
tally  and  habitually. 

This  is  the  result  of  being  born  of  God, 
not  the  cause  of  it.  The  knowledge  is  a 
practical  one,  manifesting  itself  in  daily 
conduct  and  habit.  He  who  is  born  of  God 
loveth  he  who  loveth  knoweth  God  in  his 
daily  life. 

8.  He  fiat  loveth  not.  This  is  in  contrast 
with  verse  7. 

Knoweth  not  God.  Not  only  knoweth  not 
now,  but  never  knew,  has  not  once  for  all 
known  God 

For  God  is  love.  ‘“Love  is  the  very  es¬ 
sence,  not  merely  an  attribute,  of  God.  It 
is  co-essential  with  him.  He  is  all  love,  love 
is  all  of  him.  He  who  has  not  love  has  not 
God.”— Alford. 

This  love  existed  independently  of  men: 
it  has  its  sphere  of  activity  in  the  Godhead 
(see  John  v.  20,  xvii.  23-26). 

This  is  a  truth  od  which  no  man  has 
mused  too  much,  even  although  he  has 


pondered  it  all  his  days;  and  to  which  no 
anthem  can  do  justice,  except  that  in  which 
golden  harps  mingle,  and  in  which  the  re¬ 
deemed  from  among  men  are  helped  by  the 
seraphim. — Hamilton. 

9.  In  this  was  manifested  the  love  of  G  >da 
The  mission  of  Jesus  Christ  was  the  fullest 
proof  that  God  eould  give,  or  that  man 
corid  receive,  of  his  infinite  love  to  the 
world.  — Clarke. 

That  God  sent  Ms  only  beyotten  Son.  It 
is  the  grand  proof  of  God’s  love,  his  having 
sent  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  we  might 
live  through  him,  who  is  the  life,  and  who 
has  ledeemed  our  forfeited  life,  and  it  is 
also  the  grand  motive  to  our  mutual  love.— 
J.  F.  and  B. 

All  other  mercies  are  as  nothing  in  com¬ 
parison  of  the  love  of  God  in  giving  his  Son 
to  be  our  Saviour;  they  are  all  swallowed  up 
in  this  as  the  light  of  candles  when  brought 
iDto  the  sunshine. — Flood. 

Into  the  world.  The  world  of  sinful  men, 
as  usually  in  the  New  Testament. 

Thai  we  might  live  through  im.  We  were 
dead;  we  needed  to  be  new  born  of  God^ 
this  is  possible  only  “through  him.” 

Id  this  verse  eternal  life  is  set  forth  as 
the  one  result  of  what  Christ  has  procured 
for  us;  in  the  next  verse  still  further  to  im¬ 
press  on  irs  the  greatness  of  Divine  love^ 
the  atonement  or  the  propitiation  accom¬ 
plished  by  Christ’s  death,  is  brought  in. 

10.  Herein  is  love.  Love  in  its  highest 
ideal  is  hevein.  Love  is  to  be  taken  here  in 
the  widest  sense  on  account  of  what  follows. 

Not  that  we  loved  God.  “Love  is  of  God,’* 
has  its  origin  in  him:  hence  our  love  to  him 
is  not  the  cau«e  of  bis  love  to  us.  God’s 
love  is  self  existent,  independent. 

“It  is  not  the  nature  of  our  love  to  God, 
as  contrasted  with  bis  to  us,  of  which  tho 
clause  treats,  but  the  non-existence  of  tire 
one  love  as  set  against  the  historical  mani¬ 
festation  of  the  other.” — Alford. 

No  act  of  love  of  ours  to  God.  at  any  time 
done,  furnishes  this  example  of  lore;  but  an 
act  of  his  toward  us.  It  is  not  the  nature 
of  our  love  to  God  as  contrasted  with  his 
to  us.  of  which  the  clause  treats,  but  the 
non-existence  of  the  one  love  as  set  against 
t!  e  historical  manifestation  of  the  other.— 
Alford. 

Sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  owe 
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sins,  'Fins  was  "his  crowning  act  of  love,  the 
greatest  manifestation  of  God’s  love.  The 
death  of  Christ  is  undoubtedly  meant,  a 
sacrificial  death. 

The  propitiation  made  for  sin  removes  all 
obstacles  to  reconciliation  on  the  part  of 
God;  it  does  whatever  is  necessary  to  be 
done  to  maintain  the  honor  of  his  law,  his 
justice,  and  his  truth,  it  makes  it  consistent 
for  him  to  offer  pardon. — Babnes. 

“Propitiation”  here  includes  both  the 
fiigh  priest  and  the  sacrifice.  Christ  offers 
a  propitiatory  sacrifice:  he  is  himself  that 
sacrifice.  As  a  substitute,  be  pays  the 
penalty,  suffers  the  punishment.  Whatever 
■was  needed  that  we  might  be  justly  par¬ 
doned,  that  we  might  become  the  objects  of 
God’s  love,,  and  subjects  of  bis  grace,  was 
done  for  us  on  the  cross.  The  wiiole  New 
Testament  is  full  of  this  thought:  the  whole 
Gkl  Testament  points  to  it.  Because  God, 
who  is  love,  manifested  his  love,  this  death 
took  place.  Every  view  which  tends  to 
make  it  less  real  as  a  “propitiation’’  rends 
to  disprove  that  God  is  love,  and  also  to 
diminish  the  estimate  of  “our  sins.” — 
Riddle. 

11.  Beloved,  if  Bod  so  loved  u%  Sfc  “If” 
does  not  imply  doubt,  hut  is  almost  equiva¬ 
lent  to  “since.”  “So,”  not  “so  much,” 
but  in  this  way,  by  sending  his  only  begot¬ 
ten  Son,  and  as  a  propitiation  for  our  sins. 
The  same  is  true  of  John  iii.  16,  “God  so 
'loved  the  world,”  &o. 

It  follows  from  the  apostle’s  language, 
,aud  is  a  matter  of  experience,  that  we  must 
feel  that  God  loved  us  in  this  way,  by  pro 
Tiding  an  atoning  Saviour  for  us,  before  we 
■ean  feel  the  force  of  the  inference. 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  we  should  love 
God:  the  wonder  is  that  he  should  love  us. 
W  e  see  the  strongest  reasons  why  we  should 
love  him,  but  no  reason  at  all  why  he  should 
love  us.” 

We  ought  also  to  love  one  another,  “The 
force  of  the  obligation  lies,  not  merely  in 
the  example  of  the  act  of  God's  love,  hut 
also  in  this,  that  we  through  that  act  have 
become  children  of  God,  and  as  such  love 
as  he  does. 

We  should  love  one  another,  even  though 
there  he  faults  to  displease  us,  and  much 
otherwise  to  make  love  difficult. 

The  Christian,  as  a  child  of  God,  feels 


bound  to  love  his  brother,  because  he  knows 
that  God  loves  him. — -JjUTiif.k. 

12.  No  man  h-ath  seen  Bod  at  any  time. 
We  have  not  beheld  him  with  our  bodily 
sight.  Passages  like  Exod.  33.  20,  and 
Gen.  12:  7;  17:  1,  &c.,  are  not  contradictory, 
since,  where  God  did  appear,  it  was  some 
assumed  form  that  became  visible. — 

BkATJjSE. 

The  connection  is,  our  love  to  God,  whom 
we  cannot  behold,  is  proven  and  measured 
by  our  love  to  our  brethren  whom  we  can 
see. 

Dwelleth  in  us.  Brotherly  love  is  indis¬ 
solubly  joined  to  fellowship  with  God.  since 
“love  is  of  God.” 

The  apostle  does  not  assert  that  the  fel¬ 
lowship  with  God  is  the  result  of  brotherly 
love,  but  that  both  are  joined  together;  one 
does  not  exist  without  the-other. 

And  his  love.  Not  his  love  to  us,  hut  our 
love  to  him.  The  love  to  the  invisible  God 
is  indicated  (not  caused)  by  love  to  the 
brethren. 

Is  perfected  in  us .  It  comes  to  maturity, 
and  the  evidence  of  that  growth  is  the  love 
of  the  brethren. 

Not  that  any  one  can  reach  this  perfect 
love  here  on  earth;  but  that  which  we  are 
to  pray  that,  “we  may  perfectly  love”  him, 
our  earnest  striving  to  please  him  will 
quicken  and  enlarge  such  love. 

13.  Hereby  know  we.  We  recognize  our 
fellewshid  with  God. 

Because  he  hath  given  us  his  tipirit.  Has 
he  given  us  any  testimony  of  his  presence 
in  us  ?  He  has  given  us  such  a  testimony 
in  making  us  partakers  of  his  Holy  Spirit. 
The  Holy  Spirit  is  most  aptly  adduced  here 
where  love  is  in  question,  his  first  fruit 
being  love,  and  his  presence  being  tested  by 
his  fruits. — Alfobd, 

In  one  sense  the  love  to  the  brethren  was 
a  proof  to  this  indwelling,  this  abiding 
fellowship.  But  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
who  alone  produces  this  fellowship,  remains 
the  truest  token  of  its  reality. 

We  know  that  we  dwell  in  him,  and  he 
in  us,  by  means  of  the  witnessing  testimony 
of  his  Spirit.  This  Spirit  brings  a  sense  of 
God’s  presence  and  with  it  fulne-s  of  joy, 
and  so  inspires  a  sweet  confidence  in  his 
live.  The  Spirit  dwelling  in  our  hearts  is 
the  presence  of  God  there.  No  longer  is 
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God  far  away,  but  inexpressibly,  delight¬ 
fully  near. 

14.  And  we  hare  seen.  An  additional 
evidence  of  our  indwelling,  in  him  and  he 
in  us,  is  that  his  Spirit  within  us  helps  us 
to  testify  of  his  Son  as  the  world’s  Savior. 
i  It  is  not  hearsay  on  which  he  relies,  but 
he  had  the  testimony  of  his  own  eyes  in  the 
case.  John  was  with  the  Savior  through 
the  whole  of  his  ministry,  and  he  has  re¬ 
corded  more  of  the  Savior  than  either  of 
the  other  Evangelists. — Barnes. 

To  be  Vie  Savior  of  the  world.  This  is  the 
abiding  fact  to  which  the  apo-tles  bear 
witness.  Part  of  the  world  has  not  been 
saved,  but  the  Son  of  God  came  as  the 
Savior  of  the  world. 

15.  Whosoever  shall  confess.  This  means 
a  confession  with  the  lip-,  but  of  cour-e  a 
genuine  confession  attested  in  life.  Such  a 
confession  was  based  on  the  te'timony  of 
the  apostle’s,  ver-e  14. 

Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God.  The  personal 
Christ  is  the  centre  of  every  chri-tian  con¬ 
fession;  one  who  has  come,  and  who,  though 
a  man  “Jem",”  is  '‘the  Son  of  God,”  sent 
by  the  Father  to  be  “the  Savior  of  the 
world.” 

It  is  implied  that  some  deny  this  (com¬ 
pare  ver-e  3).  Tlio-e  are  not  saved  who 
thus  deny,  even  though  the  Son  came  as 
the  Savior  of  the  world . — Riddle. 

God  dwelletli  in  him  Fellowship  with 
God  is  of  “faith,”  the  confession  is  an  act 
of  faith,  is  nothing  without  it.  God  gives 


life  to  the  believers;  the  fellowship  of  lots 
is  the  result. 

All  this  is  not  based  upon  rentimenfalr 
theories,  but  on  tlie  historical  facts  of  thjp 
gospel  te-tified  by  the  apo  ties.  ("vs.  11) 
Hi-tory  and  experience  confirm  each  other. 
— Riddle. 

16.  Known  and  believed.  Tnat. is  by  per¬ 
sonal  experience.  Of  what  avail  is  God’s 
love  to  u-',  if  we  never  bear  of  it,  or  if, 
bearing  of  it,  we  refuse  to  believe  in  it. 

True  faith  is  according  to  St.  John,  a 
faith  of  knowledge  and  expedience;  true 
knowledge  is  a  knowledge  of  fai  th. -Luther 

Knowledge  and  faith  are  joined  together- 
for  the  object  of  faith  mu  it  be  known  ih 
order  to  be  believed  on,  but  on  the  other 
hand  knowledge  never  becomes  a  power  in 
our  religioui  life  without  faith. 

God  is  love.  The  same  expression  as  in 
verm  8  but  here  summing  up  the  argument. 

Dwelleth  in  love.  Or  “..bideth  iu  love.” 
It  i>  not  an  occa-ional  emotion  of  kind  nos,, 
but  the  habit  of  lo^-e  that  con  titutes  our 
fellowship  with  God. 

“There  is  a  bles-  ed  one-ness between  God 
and  us.  He  dwells  in  this  love,  for  he  is 
love;  and  we  now  dwell  in  thi-  love  al  o. 
It  becomes  our  nature,  as  it  i,  hi>,  to  love* 
Therefore  this  love  is  the  bond  of  union  be¬ 
tween  liim  and  u-;  the  meeting-place,  the 
habitation,  the  home,  iu  which  we  dwell 
together;  he  in  us  and  we  in  him.  This 
lore,  this  holy  love,  is  that  which  God  aud 
we  may  have  iu  common.’’ — Candlish. 


PRACTICAL  REFLECTION'S. 


Behold  of  Brotherly  love. 

1.  The  origin. 

2.  The  measure. 

3.  The  power. 

4  The  growth. 

5.  The  Prize  and  victory. 

The  glory  of  love. 

1.  Whence  is  it? 

2.  Where  was  it  manifested  ? 

8.  What  does  it  effect  ? 

4.  Whither  does  it  lead  ? 

Love  the  fundamental  law  of  the 
world. 

I.  As  written  in  heaven:  for  God  is  love; 
II.  As  written  on  the  cross;  Jor  Christ  is 
love; 

III.  As  written  in  our  hearts;  for  Christi¬ 


anity  is  love. — Karl  Braune. 

A  Love  Sermon. 

I.  The  eternal  fountain  of  love;  1 
II.  The  holy  duty  of  love; 

III-  The  true  test  of  love; 

IV.  The  blissful  happiness  of  love.— 
Geroch. 

Love  the  essence  of  the  Christian  life. 
I.  The  Christian  life  begins  with  love  to 
God  through  Christ; 

II.  It  develops  into  love  to  our  neighbor. 
III.  It  perfects  itself  in  the  perfection  of 
this  two  fold  love. — Muller. 

God’s  love  in  the  gift  of  his  Son. 
The  measure  of  that  love  which  was 
manifested  in  the  gift  of  a  Saviour  is  to  he 
found  ; 
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I.  In  the  worth  of  the  soul; 

II.  In  the  exposure  to  eternal  death; 

IIT.  In  the  greatness  of  the  gift; 

IV.  In  the  greatness  of  his  sorrows  for  us  ; 

V.  In  the  ;m  mortal  blessings  and  joy  to 
which  he  will  raise  us.  Who  can  esti¬ 
mate  all  this!  All  these  tilings  will 
magnify  themselves  as  we  draw  near 
to  eternity;  and  in  that  eternity  we 
shall  have  an  ever  expanding  view  of 


the  wonderful  love  of  God. 

The  hallowing  powek  of  love. 

I.  It  unites  the  heart  of  man  separated 
from  God:  verse  1G 

II.  It  calms  the  anxious  heart  vrs.  17,  18. 

III.  It  warms  the  e  'Id  heart  vr  111. 

IV.  It  purifies  the  impure  and  sinful  heart, 
v.  20: 

V.  It  animates  and  fructifies  the  dead 
heart  v.  21.— Flop.ey. 


QUESTIONS. 


7.  To  what  extent  should  Christians  love 

one  another  ? 

Who  is  the  source  of  love  ? 

8.  What  is  said  of  him  that  loveth  not  ?  *2. 

What  is  God  ? 

How  is  this  stated  in  Ezekiel  xxxiv.  6,  7. 

9.  How  did  God  manifest  his  love  to  us? 
How  is  this  stated  in  John  iii.  16  ? 

What  were  we  when  God  loved  us  ?  -  0 
Rom  v.  8.  'f 

What  are  we  made  by  Christ’s  love? 
Rom.  v.  10.  j- 

10.  Whose  love  came  first,  God’s  or  ours? 
What  does  Christ  say  in  John  xv.  16? 

For  what  purpose  did  God  send  his  Son? 
What  is  a  propitiation  ?  Ans.  A  sacri¬ 
fice  which  obtains  favor. 

W7hat  docs  Christ’s  propitiation  do  for  jg_ 
us  ? 

11.  Whom  should  we  love  ?  and  why  ? 


What  is  Christ's  command?  John  xv 
12,  13. 

What  is  said  in  Eph.  iv.  32  ? 

Has  any  one  ever  seen  God  ? 

hat  did  God  say  to  Moses?  Ex.  xxxiii. 
20. 

In  whom  may  we  see  God:  John.  xiv.  9*. 

W7hat  is  promised  to  those  who  love 
one  another  ? 

How  may  we  know  this? 

For  what  purpose  did  God  send  his  Son? 

How  is  this  declared  in  John  iii.  17? 

What  confession  is  spoken  of  in  this 
verse ? 

What  do  we  need  beside  this  confes¬ 
sion?  Rom.  x.  9. 

What  may  every  Christian  be?  Eph. 
ii.  22. 

What  personal  knowledge  is  mentioned 
in  this  verse  ? 

How  may  we  possess  it? — Vincent. 


LESSOn  VIII.— NOV.  23.— THE  GLORIFIED  SAVIOR. 
Rev.  i.  10-20.  Goleen  Text. — Rev.  i.  8. 


10  I  was  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord’s  day, 
and  heard  behind  me  a  great_voice,  as  of  a 
trumpet. 

11  Saying,  I  am  AFpha  and  O-me'ga,  the 
first  and  the  last:  and.  What  thou  seest,  write 
in  a  book,  and  send  it  unto  the  seven  churches 
which  are  in  A'si-a;  unto  E[jh'e-sus,  and  unto 
Sinvr'na,  and  unto  Per'ga-mos,  and  unto  Thy- 
a-tFra,  and  unto  Sar'dis,  and  unto  Pliil-a-del- 
phi-a,  and  unto  La-od'i-ce'a, 

12  And  I  turned  to  see  the  voice  that  spake 
with  me.  And  being  turned  I  saw  seven 
golden  candlesticks; 

13  And  in  the  midst  of  the  seven  candle¬ 
sticks  one  like  unto  the  Son  of  man,  clothed 
with  a  garment  down  to  the  foot,  and  girt 
about  the  paps  with  a  golden  girdle. 

14  His  head  and  his  hairs  were  white  like 
wool,  as  white  as  snow;  and  his  eyes  were  as  a 
flame  of  tire; 

15  And  his  feet  like  unto  fine  brass,  as  if 


they  burned  in  a  furnace,  and  his  voice  as  the 
sound  of  many  waters. 

16  And  he  had  in  his  right  hand  seven 
stars;  and  out  of  his  mouth  went  a  two-edged 
sword:  and  his  countenance  was  as  the  sun 
shineth  in  his  strength. 

17  And  when  I  saw  him,  I  fell  at  his  feet 
as  dead.  And  he  laid  his  right  hind  upon 
me,  saying  unto  me,  Fear  not;  ‘J  am  the  first 
and  the  last: 

18  1  am  he  that  liveth,  and  was  dead;  and, 
behold,  1  am  alive  for  evermore,  Amen;  and 
have  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death. 

19  Write  the  things  which  thon  hast  seen, 
and  the  things  which  are,  and  the  things  which 
shall  be  hereafter; 

20  The  mystery  of  the  seven  stars  which 
thou  sawest  in  my  right  hand,  and  the  seven 
golden  candlesticks.  The  seven  stars  are  the 
angels  of  the  seven  churches;  and  the  seven 
candlesticks  which  thou  sawest  are  the  seven 
churches. 


GOLDEN  TEXT. — I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  ending,  saith  the 
Lord,  which  is  and  which  was,  and  which  is  to  come,  the  Almighty.  Rev.  i.  8. 
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LESSON  STORY. 


Om-  lesson  to-day  is  “The  Glorified  Savior 
abiding  with  his  church.’’  Before  he  left 
this  world  he  said  to  his  disciples.  “Lo  lam 
with  you  always,”  and  to  day  we  learn  that 
he  is  indeed  in  the  midst  of  His  people. 
John,  the  Apostle  whom  Jesus  loved,  was 
now  an  old  man.  Paul  and  Peter  and  the 
other  apostles  had  died  a  martyr’s  death, 
and  this  last  apostle  (now  over  ninety  years 
old)  had  been  banished  from  his  home  to  an 
island  called  Patmos,  for  preaching  the 
Word  of  God  (Rev.  1 :  9).  Away  from  home 
and  friends,  not  permitted  longer  to  preach 
the  Gospel,  how  lonely  and  sad  he  must 
have  been.  No,  he  was  not  alone.  Jesus 
himself,  the  Lord  who  loved  him  so  dearly 
while  on  earth,  “loved  him  unto  the  end,” 
and  was  very  near  him  now.  And  in  this 
lesson  we  are  told  of  some  of  the  wonderful 
things  the  Saviour  made  known  to  him. 
One  Sunday  this  faithful  old  man  was 
thinking  of  hut  blessed  Lord,  and  his  Heav¬ 
enly  Kingdom,  and  his  promise  to  come 
again  and  receive  his  people  to  himself, 
when,  suddenly,  he  heard  "a  great  voice 


like  a  trumpet,  saying,  “I  am  Alpha  and 
Omega.”  John  knew  that  voice,  and 
quickly  turned  to  see  his  Master;  and,  being 
turned,  he  saw  seven  golden  candlesticks 
and  in  the  midst  of  them,  one  like  unto  the 
Son  of  man.  Yes,  it  was  indeed  the  Lord 
Jesus,  but  clothed  in  garments  of  such  glory 
and  brightness,  that  even  the  beloved  John 
fell  at  his  feet,  as  one  dead.  But  the  Savior 
laid  his  hand  upon  him  and  said.  “Fear  not; 
I  am  he  that  livetli  and  was  dead;  and  be¬ 
hold  I  am  alive  forever  more.”  Then  Jesus 
told  him  of  his  power  over  hell  and  death, 
and  explained  to  him  the  meaning  of  the 
things  which  John  had  seen.  The  seven 
golden  candlesticks  represented  the  seven 
churches  of  Asia;  the  seven  stars  were  the 
angels  (angel  means  messenger)  of  the 
churches,  and  this  beautiful  vision  of  Christ, 
“The  glorified  Saviour,”  is  to  teach  us  that 
though  now  He  is  crowned  with  glory  and 
brightness  and  power,  he  does  not  forget 
his  people,  but  is  always  in  the  midst  of  his 
church  and  in  the  hearts  of  ail  his  children. 


QUESTIONS. 


What  is  our  lesson  to  day? 

Who  wrote  the  book  of  Revelations?  John, 
one  of  the  1 welve  apostles. 

Where  did  he  wiite  it  ?  On  Patmos  a  lonely 
island  in  the  HSgean  sea. 

Who  appeared  to  him  there?  The  Lord 
Jesus  in  li is  glorified  state. 

On  what  day  of  the  week  was  h?  On  the 
first  day  of  the  week,  calleda  the  Lord’s 
day,  also  Sunday. 

What  does  Alpha  and  Omega  mean  ?  The 
first  and  last  letters  of  the  Greek  alpha¬ 
bet,  and  means  that  Christ  existed  from 
all  eternitv, 

W  hat  did  John  hear  and  see  ?  He  heard  a 


loud  voice,  and  saw  Christ  in  the  midst 
of  seven  gol  en  candlesticks. 

What  do  those  candlesticks  signify?  Seven 
churches  in  Asia  Minor. 

Describe  the  clothing  and  appearance  of 
Christ. 

What  ke.ys  has  he?  The  keys  of  hell  and 
death. 

What  does  that  mean  ?  He  has  all  power 
over  hell  and  death. 

What  does  the  lesson  teach  us?  That 
Christ  is  now  in  the  midst  of  his  church, 
with  all  power  to  deliver  us  from  death 
and  hell,  and  to  bless  and  help  and  keep 
us  from  all  evil. 


PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 

10  I  was  on  a  sudden  in  the  Spirit,  under  of  that  privilege  was  amply  made  up,  by 
his  miraculous  energy  on  that  blessed  day  that  manifestation  with  which  the  Lord  of 
which  we  Christians  are  accustomed  to  call  the  day  was  pleased  to  favor  me;  for  I  heard 
the  Lord’s  day,  the  first  day  of  the  week,  a  great  voice  behind  me,  as  loud  as  the 
which  our  Redeemer  has  rendered  sacred  sound  of  a  trumpet,  Which  said,  in  distinct 
and  venerable  by  his  resurrection  from  the  anc]  articulate  accents, 
dead  and  though  I  was  then  incapable  of  11  I,  who  am  going  to  appear  to  thee, 
j  ininginany  worshipirg  assembly,  the  want  O  John,  am  the  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  Firat 
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and  the  Last;  I  have  divine  perfections  and 
glories,  and  assume  without  robbery  and 
usurpation  the  peculiar  titles  of  the  one 
eternal,  infinite,  and  unchangeable  Jehovah; 
1  and  am  now  descended  from  heaven,  to  give 
thee  a  revelation  of  the  most  astonishing 
,and  important  events.  And,  as  even  the 
1  remotest  ages  are  concerned  in  what  thou 
seest,  write  an  exact  account  ofitina  book, 
'  and  send  cop  es  of  [it]  to  the  seven  churches 
in  Asia,  to  Ephesus,  and  to  Smyrna,  and  to 
'  Pergamos,  and  to  Thyatira,  and  to  Sardis, 
and  to  Philadelphia,  and  to  Laodicea,  that 
each  may  receive  its  own  lesson,  and  at  the 
same  time  enjoy  the  benefit  of  those  which 
are  intended  for  all  the  rest. 

1  13  And  1  turned  to  see  the  Person  who 

'  ottered  that  wonderful  voice  which  spake 
unto  me;  I  saw  an  astonishing  scene,  the 
particulars  of  which  I  shall  now  relate: 
There  were  seven  golden  lamps  on  their 
.  stands,  which  gave  a  bright  and  beautiful 
flame; 

13  And  in  the  midst  of  the  seven  golden 
lamps,  there  was  [One]  in  a  human  form,  a 
glorious  and  majestic  Person,  like  him  who 
appeared  to  Daniel  under  the  title  of  the 
Bon  of  Man,  and  in  whom  I  traced  the 
lineaments  of  that  blessed  Redeemer,  whom 
I  had  so  long  known  under  that  endearing 

.  name  and  character;  he  appeared  clothed  in 
a  long  robe,  not  unlike  the  priestly  vest¬ 
ment,  and  like  persons  of  that  holy  order, 
girded,  not  about  the  middle,  but  some¬ 
thing  higher,  about  thebreast  with  a  golden 
girdle,  which,  being  properly  fastned  there, 
hung  down  to  his  feet. 

14  And  his  head,  even  [his]  hairs  which 
adorned  it,  and  flowed  round  his  shoulders, 
[were]  white  as  wool,  or,  to  speak  more 
properly,  as  white  as  snow:  (Dan  vii.  9.) 
and  liis  eyes  [were]  vivid  and  piercing  as  a 
flame  of  lire. 

15  And  his  feet  were  resplendent  like 
fine  brass,  when  purified  in  a  l'urnaee  from 
all  its  dross,  and  polished  by  ihe  hands  of 
some  skillful  artificer;  and  his  voice  was 
loud  as  the  voice  of  many  waters,  so  that  I 
imagined  that  it  might  have  been  heard  as 
far  as  the  sounding  noise  of  the  billows  of 
the  sea,  when  they  beat  against  the  rocky 
shores. 

16  And  he  had  in  his  right  hand  seven 
luminous  and  very  beautiful  stars,  the 


motions  of  which  he  seemed  to  direct  and 
govern,  at  the  same  time  that  he  supported 
them:  and  out  of  his  mouth  there  went  a 
sharp  two-edged  sword,  or  dagger,  capable 
of  piercing  and  wouDding  every  way;  and 
his  countenance  [was]  radiant  and  glorious 
as  the  sun  [when  he]  sbineth  in  all  his 
me  re  dian  power  and  lustre,  and  beams  forth, 
his  rays  vigorous  and  unclouded. 

17  I  have  just  been  describing  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Jesus  Christ  to  me,  with  which 
I  was  favored  on  the  Lord’s  day,  in  the 
island  of  Patinos,  while  1  was  engaged  in 
such  devout  sentiments  as  were  suitable  to 
the  time  and  occasion;  And  when  I  saw 
him  in  this  awful,  this  glorious  and  resplen¬ 
dent,  form,  I  was  perfectly  overwhelmed 
with  the  majesty  of  bis  appearance,  so  that 
I  fell  down  at  his  feet  as  dead:  and  he  im¬ 
mediately  condescended  to  raise  me  up  with 
great  indulgence;,  for  he  laid  his  right  hand 
upon  me,  [and]  said  to  me.  Fear  not.  Jo  in, 
for  I  appear  to  thee  for  purposes  of  mercy; 
I  am,  indeed,  as  I  have  proclaimed  myself,, 
the  First  and  the  Last,  possessed  of  diviue 
perfections  and  glories: 

18  And  yet  I  shall  wear  the  human  form,, 
which  I  assumed  for  the  redemption  of 
human  and  fallen  creatures  like  thyself;  I 
[am]  lie  who  lives,  and  have  life  immortal 
and  glory  immutable  in  myself,  though  I 
was  once  dead,  as  thou  knowest;  and  now 
behold  it  both  with  joy  and  wonder,  I  am 
living  for  ever  and  ever :  (Amen,  be  it  so 
then,  0  Lord;  mayst  thou  for  ever  live  and 
riegnl)  And  be  added,  I  have  the  keys  of 
the  unseen  world  and  of  death:  I  have  a 
supreme  dominion  over  it,  and  remove  the 
souls  of  men  from  world  to  world,  calling 
them  out  of  the  body,  and  fixing  them  in 
the  invisible  state,  according  to  my  pleasure, 
till  at  length  I  shall  exert  my  power  of 
raising  the  dead. 

19  Write  therefore  the  things  which 
thou  now  seest,  and  those  which  will  be 
opened  to  thy  view,  in  which  there  will  be, 
in  part,  a  reference  to  the  things  which 
already  are,  and  a  further  reference  to  the 
tilings  which  shall  hereafter  be, 

20  And,  as  a  general  key  to  what  I  am 
now  going  to  dictate,  observe,  that  as  to  the 
mystery  of  the  seven  stars,  which  thou  here 
seest  as  in  my  right  hand,  and  of  the  seven 
lamps  which  are  of  gold;  the  seven  stars  are 
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an  emblematical  representation  of  the  rected  thee  to  inscribe  and  transmit  the  im-- 
angels,  or  presiding  ministers' of  the  seven  portant  epistle  I  am  now  abont  to  dictate,, 
churches;  and  the  seven  lamps  which  thou  according  to  their  respective  circumstances, 
seest,  are  a  representation  of  the  seven  and  necessities. — Doddridge. 
churches  themselves,  to  which  I  have  di- 


ANALY&IS  OF  THE  LESSON. 


A 


The  Vision  of  the  Glorified  Savior. 

I.  The  voice  before  the  vision  : 

1.  The  hearing  of  the  voice  ; 

a.  Who  heard  it,  I,  John  v.  9 

b.  Where  he  heard  it,  Was  in  the  Is¬ 

land  of  Patmos  &c, ; 

c.  In  what  condition  he  heard  it,  I  was 

in  the  Spirit ; 

d.  At  what  time  he  heard  it,  On  the 

Lord’s  day  ;  10 

e.  How  he  heard  it,  Behind  me, 

2.  The  voice  itself  : 

a.  Its  magnitude,  A  great  voice  as  of  a 

tiumpet ; 

b.  Its  expression  was  in  the  form 

(1)  Of  a  statement,  I  am  Alpha  and 

Omega  ; 

(2)  Of  a  command  : 

(a)  To  write,  What  thou  seest 
write  ; 
b.  To  send  ; 

[1]  In  general.  The  seven  church¬ 

es  in  Asia ; 

[2]  In  porticular,  Ephesus  &c.; 

II.  The  visiou  itself  : 

1.  When  he,  John,  saw  it,  And  I  turned 

to  see  the  voice  &c. ;  17 

2.  W  hat  he  saw 

а.  Seven  golden  candlesticks; 

б.  A  person 

(1)  His  position.  In  the  midst 

of  the  seven  candlesticks 

(2)  His  appearance.  Like  unto 

the  son  of  man; 

(3)  His  clothing. 

(a)  A  garment.  Clotlied  with 
a  garment  down  to  the  foot; 

(5)  His  girdle.  Girt  with  a 
golden  girdle 

(4)  His  personal  appearance; 

(a)  Head  and  hair.  White  like 

wool,  as  snow  14 

(6)  Eyes.  As  a  flame  of  fire 


( e )  Feet.  Like  fine  brass  *  15 

(5)  His  voice.  As  the  sound  of 
many  waters. 

(6)  Personal  appearance  again, 
(a)  His  hand.  In  his  right  hand 

seven  stars  16 

{b)  His  mouth.  Out  of  his 
mouth  went  a  sharp  two- 
edged  sword; 

(c)  His  face.  Was  as  the  sun 
shineth  in  his  strength. 

III.  The  voice  of  the  vision 

1.  To  whom  it  was  addressed.  As  when 

I  (John)  saw  him;  17. 

2,  With  what  gesture  it  was  spoken. 

And  he  laid  his  right  hand  upon  me ; 
2.  What  was  said; 

a.  Words  of  consolation.  Fear  not 

b.  Words  of  instruction, 

(1)  Of  Christ’s  eternity,  I  am  the 
first  and  the  last. 

(2)  Of  Christ’s  life,  which  is 

(«)  Indicated.  I  am  he  that 
liveth  18 

( b )  Illustrated,  by  the  opposite; 
(1)  Phe  preceding  death,  I  was 
dead; 

(2)  His  subsequent  life.  Behold, 
I  am  alive  forevermore. 

3,  Of  Christ’s  power,  I  have  the 
keys  of  hell  and  death; 

c.  Words  of  command,  to  write 
(1.)  In  general,  things 

(а)  Which  he  has  seen,  19 

(б)  Then  existing.  Which  are 
(e)  Yet  future.  Which  shall  bo 

hereafter. 

(2)  In  particular,  Things  which  are 

(а)  Indicated,  The  mystery  of 
the  seven  stars  20 

(б)  Explained.  The  seven  stars 
are  the  angels  of  the  seven, 
churches. — Starke. 


BLABKBOARD  EXERCISES. 

John  in  his  banishment  on  the  Island  of  saw  seven  golden  candlesticks,  each  one  dif 
Patinos,  saw  a  vision,  which  we  have  for  ferent,  representing  the  seven  churches  of 
our  lesson  to-day.  It  is  similar  to  the  one  Asia  Minor.  Christ  the  annointed,  in  the 
we  had  in  the  second  quarter  ‘’The  need  of  centre,  each  one  letting  the  light  of  the  gos- 
God’s  Spirit.”  Zachariali  saw  a  golden  pel  shine  to  the  world,  in  a  separate  way; 
candlestick  with  seven  branches,  like  the  yet  the  light  is  the  same,  because  it  is  fed 
one  in  the  temple,  in  a  vision  ;  hut  John  by  the  same  oil,  which  Jesus  gives.  The 
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San  represents  the  greatness  of  .Jesus,  that 
no  one  is  able  to  look  upon  without  feeling 
i‘s  effects.  The  seven  stars  are  the  minis- 
tfc  rs  of  the  churches.  The  sword  shows  the 


power  of  Jesi\s  over  the  earth.  The  pen  is 
is  also  an  emblem  of  power  through  its 
writing-. — 1.  F.  Lixdio. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


Time.  The  book  of  Revelation  was  writ¬ 
ten  most  prabably  A.  D„  95  or  93,  at  the 
close  of  the  reign  of  Romhian. 

Place.  It  was  written  on  tlie  island  of 
Patmos,  where  John  was  banished  din  ing 
the  great  persecution  Patmos  is  a  rocky, 
barren  island  in  the  southern  part  of  /Egean 
Sea,  In  miles  in  droumfei ente.  Here  the 
worst  convicts  of  Rome  were  banished.  A 
cave  is  still  shown  w here  Sr..  John  is  said  to 
have  seen  the  vision  of  this  book.  The 
present  name  of  the  island  is  Patino. 

Rulers.  Domitian.  the  last  of  the  13 
Caesars,  emperor  of  Heme.  Julius  Aricola, 
Roman  governor  of  t  treat  Britain,  who  had 
introduced  Roman  civilization  there  for  15 
years,  had  just  returned  to  Rome. 

Contemporary  events.  R  >me  was  the  sole 
ruler  of  nearly  all  11  known  world.  The 
dawn  of  history  of  England. 

Author.  St  John  the  son  of  Zebedee; 
the  beloved  disciple;  writer  of  the  Gospel 
»nd  Epistles;  now  an  aged  man. 

The  book  of  Revelation.  It  is  mainly  pro- 
ph  etic.  the  exhibition  to  God’s  servants  of 
the  things  which  may  shortly  come  to  pass. 
The  practical  tendency  of  the  epistles  to  the 


seven  churches  is  never  lost  sight  of 
throughout;  so  that  its  object  is  not  only  to 
prophecy  of  the  future,  but  also  by  such 
prophesy  to  rebuke,  exhort,  and  console  the 
Church.  The  book  is  written  with  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  conveying  to  the  Church  revelations 
from  God  respecting  certain  portions  of  her 
course  even  up  to  the  time  of  the  end. 

There  are  three  schools  of  interpreters; — 

I.  The  PrceCerists,  or  those  who  hold 
that  the  whole,  or  by  far  that  the  greater 
part,  of  +he  nropheev  has  been  fulfilled. 

Id.  The  Historical  Interpreters,  or  those 
who  hold  that  the  prophecy  embraces  the 
whole  history  of  the  Church  and  its  foes, 
from  the  time  of  its  writing  to  the  end  of 
the  world. 

III.  The  Futurists,  or  those  who  main¬ 
tain  that  the  prophecy  relates  entirely  to 
events  that  are  to  take  place  at  or  near  the 
coming  of  the  Lord. — Peloubett. 

To  me  it  seems  indisputable,  that  the 
book  does  speak  of  things  past,  present,  and 
future;  that  some  of  its  prophecies  are  al¬ 
ready  fulfilled,  some  are  now  fulfilling,  and 
others  await  their  fulfillment  in  the  yet  un¬ 
known  future. — Alford, 
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10.  7  was  in  the  Spirit.  This  means  in 
a  state  of  spiritual  eestacy,  produced  by  tlie 
Holy  Spirit. 

On  te  Lord's  day.  On  Sunday,  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  the  day  of  the  resurrection. 
This  is  the  earliest  use  of  this  phrase,  which 
is  a  peculiar  odb  in  Greek. 

Some  have  attempted  to  prove  that  it 
means  Easter;  others,  that  it  refers  to  the 
day  of  our  Lord’s  coming  into  which  John 
was  transported  in  vision.  But  for  neither 
of  these  is  there  any  positive  warrant.  We 
might  expect  some  indication  of  the  pecu¬ 
liar  sacredness  of  the  first  day  of  the  week 
in  a  book  written  so  late  in  the  century.— 
Riddi.e. 

The  consecration  of  the  day  to  worship, 
almsgiving  and  the  Lord’s  Supper,  is  im¬ 
plied,  Acts  xx.  7;  1  Cor.  xvi.  2;  see  also 
John  xx.  19-26 

One  day  of  the  week  was  then,  as  now, 
dedicated  specially  to  the  Lord. — the  first 
day,  the  day  on  which  the  Lord  rose  from 
the  dead 

Heard  be  ’  ind  me  avoice.  The  voice  which 
he  heard  seems  to  have  been  plainly  that  of 
the  Redeemer. — Stuart. 

As  of  a  trumpet.  The  trumpet  has  sig¬ 
nificance  in  the  Scriptures,  as  attending 
divine  proclamations  and  manifestations 
(Num.  x.  10;  Joel  ii.  1;  Matt.  xxiv.  32;  1 
Thess.  iv.  16):  here  the  reference  is  prob¬ 
ably  to  the  loud,  distinct  voice. 

11.  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega.  Alpha  is 
the  first  letter  of  the  Greek  alphabet  and 
Omegais  the  last  letter,  they  denote  proper¬ 
ly  this  first  and  the  last. 

Among  the  Jewish  Rabbis  it  was  common 
to  use  the  first  and  the  last  letter  of  the 
Hebrew  alphabet  to  denote  the  whole  of 
any  thing  from  beginning  to  the  end. 

Thus  also  it  is  common  in  the  German  or 
English  language  to  say  from  A  to  Z,  to 
designate  anything  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end. 

The  first  and  the  last.  This  means  tha  t 
Christ  is  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  all 
things;  that  he  was  at  the  commencement, 
and  will  be  at  the  close;  and  it  is  thus  equiv¬ 
alent  to  saying  that  he  has  always  existed, 
ami  that  he  will  always  exist. — Barnes. 

What  thou  seest.  That  is,  all  that  is  now 
shown  thee  in  the  successive  visions  which 
make  up  the  entire  book. 

Write  in  a  book.  That  is  engrave  it  on  a 
roll  or  parchment. — Stuart. 

Send  it  to  the  seven  churches  in  Asia.  In 
Asia  Minor.  As  there  were  many  other 
churches  in  Proconsular  Asia  besides  the 
seven  specified,  doubtless  the  number  seven 
expresses  the  idea  of  completeness,  these 
seven  being  specimens  or  representatives 
of  all. 

They  constituted  a  complex  whole,  pos¬ 
sessing  an  ideal  completeness,  in  some  sort 
representing  the  universal  church.  Typical 
and  representing  churches,  these  embodied, 


one  or  another  of  the  great  leading  aspects 
of  the  church  in  its  faithfulness  or  unfaith¬ 
fulness.  These  seven  words  of  warning 
and  encouragement  so  penetrated  to  the 
heart  of  things,  that  meeting  five  needs  of 
these  seven  churches,  they  also  meet  th» 
needs  of  all  others  subsisting  in  similar 
conditions. — Trencii. 

Unto  Ephesus.  Ephesus  was-  one  of  the 
most  considerable  cities  of  Asia  Miuor- 
Under  the  Romans  it  was  the  capital  of  tine 
entire  province  of  Asia  Minor. 

John  is  supposed  to  have  resided  in  this 
city,  and  to  have  preached  the  gospel  there 
for  many  years.  It  is.  probable  that  there 
was  a  large  and  flourishing  church  in  that 
city. — Barnes. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  but  a  half 
dozen  miserable  huts  on  the  spot  where  the 
ancient  city  of  Ephesus  stood,  and  it  is 
said  that  some  recent  travellers  found  but 
three  Christians  there. 

Smyrna.  See  eh.  ii.  8—11.  About  4  miles 
north  of  Ephesus,  at  the  mouth  of  the  liver 
Miles  near  the  zEgean  Sea. 

During  the  reign  of  the  first  Roman  em¬ 
perors.  Smyrna  was  one  of  the  finest  cities 
of  Asia.  It  was  at  this  period  it  'became 
the  seat  of  one  of  the  seven  churches.  It 
was  destroyed  by  an  earthquake  A.D.  177. 
It  was  afterward  rebuilt.  The  Turks  now 
call  the  city  Is  mar.- — Whitney. 

The  population  is  computed  at  150,000*. 
It  is  connected  with  Ephesus  by  a  railroad. 
Smyth's  Bid.  Die. 

It  is  tlie  seat  of  important  missionary 
operations,  and  much  lias  been  done  there 
to  spread  the  gospel  in  modern  times. 
There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  light 
of  Christianity  there  has  ever  been  extinct. 
Poll  carp,  bishop  of  the  church,  suffered 
mart vrt lorn  there. — Barnes. 

Perqamos  (eh.  2:  12—18).  Pergamos.  or 
Pergamum.  an  illustrious  city  of  Mysia,  otb 
the  river  Caicus. 

It  was  famous  for  its  vast  library,  given 
by  Antony  to  Cleopatra,  aud  added  to  that 
of  Alexandria,  for  the  Nicephorium,  a  grove 
in  which  were  the  splendid  temples  of  Jupi¬ 
ter,  of  Minerva,  and.  of  Apollo,  but  most 
especially  for  the  worship  of  Aesculapius, 
the  remains  of  whose  magnificent  sliiiue 
may  still  be  seen.  The  modern  name  is 
Bergamah. — Treas.  of  Rib..  Knowl. 

T  yatir-a.  (eh.  2:  18—29).  A  town  of 
Lydia,  on  the  river  Lycus,  between  Perga* 
mos  and  Sardis. 

Thyatira  was  a  Macedonian  colony,  and 
its  chief  trade  was  the  dyeing  of  purple* 
There  are  inscriptions,  too,  yet  existing  of 
the  guild  of  oyers  at  Thyatira.  Thyatira  is 
still  a  considerable  town,  with  many  ruins, 
called  Akkisar. — Treas.  of  Bib.  Knowl. 

Sardis.  The  capital  of  the  ancient  king¬ 
dom  of  Lydia,  is  situated  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  Tmolus,  in  a  fine  plain,  watered  by 
the  river  Pactolus,  famed  for  its  goldea 
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sands.  Under  Croesus,  its  last  king,  it  was 
one  of  the  most  splendid  and  opulent  cities 
in  the  East. 

Only  500  years  ago  Sardis  still  retained 
its  numerous  population  and  powerful  de¬ 
fense,  but  what  is  it  now  ?  A  few  mud-huts, 
inhabited  by  Turkish  herdsmen,  and  a 
mill  or  two  contain  the  present  population 
of  Sardis. — Bib.  Treas. 

Philadelphia  (cli  iii.  7-13),  A  city  of 
Lydia,  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Tmolus,  on  the 
banks  of  the  little  river  Cogamus. 

It  is  twenty-eight  miles  south-east  from 
Sardis,  and  was  built  by  Attalus  II.  Phila- 
delphus  (158-138  B.  C.),  from  whom  it  de¬ 
rives  its  name.  Earthquakes  were  very 
prevalent  In  this  district  ;  and  Philadelphia 
was  more  than  once  nearly  destroyed  by 
them .  It  is  still  a  considerable  town,  named 
Allah  shav  or  Allar-shehr.  with  ruins  of  its 
ancient  walls,  and  of  about  twenty-five 
-churches. — Trans,  of  Btb. 

This  church  and  that  of  Smyrna  alone  of 
the  seven  received  unmixed  praise. 

Laodicea  (ch.  iii.  14-23).  This  city  was 
in  the  south-west  of  Phrygia,  on  the  river 
Lycus  not  far  from  Colosse. 

It  was  destroyed  by  an  earthquake,  62  A. 
D.,  aud  rebuilt  by  its  wealthy  citizens  with¬ 
out  the  help  of  the  state.  This  wealth 
(arising  from  the  excellence  of  its  wools) 
led  to  a  self-satisfied,  lukewarm  state  iu 
spiritual  things.  Hardly  a  Christian  is  now 
to  he  found  on  or  near  its  site.— T.  F.  andB. 

12.  Turned  to  see  the  voice.  “The  voice” 
is  used  to  signify  the  person  speaking. 

I  saw  seven  golden  candlesticks  Stands 
that  held  the  lamps  not  the  lamps  them¬ 
selves. 

The  imagery  of  the  Old  Testament,  as 
"well  as  verse  26,  shows  that  these  represent 
the  churches.  In  the  tabernacle  (Exod. 
;xxv.  31-40),  there  was  one  candlestick  with 
seven  branches,  representing  the  unity  and 
perfection  of  the  church  :  here  there  are 
seven  separate  candlesticks.  If  there  is  anv 
symbolical  significance  in  this  detail,  it 
points  to  the  freer  local  and  denominational 
life  of  the  Re  w  Testament  church,  or  rather 
churches.  There  was  but  one  visible  church 
in  the  old  dispensation  :  in  the  new  there 
.are  many  visible  churches.  The  effort  to 
make  but  one  has  been  well-nlgli  fatal  to 
spirituality. — Riddle. 

The  candlestick  is  not  light,  but  the 
"bearer  of  light,  holding  it  forth  to  give  the 
.light  around.  The  light  is  the  Lord’s,  not 
the  church's:  from  him  she  receives  it. 
She  is  to  he  a  light  hearer  to  his  glory. — J. 
IF.  and  B. 

13.  And  in  the  midst,  $c.  Christ  is  in 
the  midst  of  the  seven  churches,  not  in  one 
•  external  organization  only. 

To  indicate  the  perpetual  presence  of 
Christ  among  Ms  churches,  with  his  people. 
— Cowles. 

He  was  in  a  position  where  he  was  sur¬ 
rounded  by  seven  lights. 


One  like  unto  the  Son  of  man.  One  like 
a  son  of  man ;  i.  e.,  ODe  having  a  human 
form,  like  that  of  man. — Stuart. 

The  form  of  the  Son  of  man  is  seen  ar¬ 
rayed,  not  as  in  the  clays  of  his  ministry, 
in  the  short  seamless  tunic  and  the  flowing 
cloak,  which  were  tne  common  dress  of  the 
Jewish  peasant,  hut  in  the  long  robe  reach¬ 
ing  to  the  feet,  that  had  been  the  special 
garment  of  the  high-priest. 

Girt  about  the  paps  with  a  golden  girdle. 
lie  is  girded  with  a  golden  girdle,  not  as  of 
one  who  toils  and  runs,  around  the  loins, 
but  as  one  who  had  passed  into  repose  of 
sovreigntv,  around  the  breast. 

The  girdle  of  the  high-priest  was  not  go’- 
den.  but  wrought  and  interwoven  with  gold. 

This  shows  that  we  have  to  do  with  him 
here,  not  as  the  priest  only,  but  also  the 
King  in  his  church. — Trench. 

14.  White  like  wool ,  as  'white  as  snow. 
Or,  “white  as  white  wool,  as  snow.”  Only 
the  whiteness  is  emphasized,  and  that  by 
the  double  figure.  It  symbolizes  purity 
and  glory. 

His  eyes  scere  as  a  flame  of  fire.  This  is 
indicative  not  only  of  omniscience,  but  of 
power.  “Omniscience,  directed,  with  holy 
wrath,  against  all  that  is  unholy.” — Dis- 

TERDICK. 

This  expresses  the  piercing  sight  of  him 
who  sees  and  will  punish  sin.  Our  God  is 
a  consuming  fire. 

15.  Feet  like  fine  brass.  Brass  which  in 
furnace  has  obtained  what  «e  call  ‘white 
heat  ’’  It  corresponds  to  the  “burnished 
brass”  of  Ezekiel,  i.  7,  the  “polished  brass” 
of  Daniel  x.  6. 

To  Ezekiel’s  eyes  the  cherubim  “spar¬ 
kled  like  the  color  of  burnished  brass.” 

It  is  probable  that  the  priests  ministered 
in  the  temple  hare-foot.  So  Christ,  seen  in 
the  Holy  Place,  appears  with  feet  bare,  yet 
shining  in  glory. 

As  if  burned  in  a  furnace.  Either,  as  if 
they  had  been  refined  in  a  furnac°,  or,  like 
the  glowing  metal  as  it  conies  from  the 
furnace. 

This  grand  and  terrible  image  sets  forth 
to  us  Christ  in  his  power  to  tread  down  his 
enemies;  at  once  to  tread  down  and  con¬ 
sume  them. — French. 

Voice  as  the  sound  of  many  waters.  Re¬ 
sounding,  powerful,  musical. 

The  roaring  of  the  ocean,  i.  e.  of  the 
sea,  is  meant;  and  a  more  truly  sublime 
comparison  could  not  he  made. — Stuart. 

16.  In  his  right  hand  seven  stars.  These 
are  not  rings  on  his  hand,  hut  are  held  in 
his  hand  as  his  property  the  object  of  his 
care. 

They  symbolize  the  angels  of  the  seven 
churches,  verse  20,  representing  the  one 
church  of  which  Christ  is  the  head. 

A  s/i&rp  two  edged  sword.  The  woyd  of 
the  Lord  is  almighty.  By  his  «  ord  he  acts; 
he  creates,  he  overcomes  and  he  destroys. 

The  sword  proceeds  from  the  mouth, 
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'because  Chrsf,  who  is  the  Word,  is  not 
■only  a  s»ord  to  pierce  the  heart,  (Heb.  iv. 
12),  but  a  sword  to  avenge  his  servants 
■wrongs  upon  his  and  their  enemies. 

His  countenance  as  the  sun  shining  in  Ms 
strength.  When  it  shines  in  full  power, 
■whether  at  midday  or  any  time. 

At  his  brightest  and  clearest;  no  veil,  no 
mist,  no  cloud  obscuring  his  brightness, 

No  doubt  if  there  had  been  any  thing 
brighter  than  the  sun,  the  seer  would  have 
•chosen  it  to  set  forth  the  transcendent  and 
intolerable  brightness  of  the  countenance 
•which  he  now  beheld. — Trench. 

We  must  beware  of  attempting  to  com¬ 
bine  the  various  figures  so  as  to  represent  a 
figure  of  the  glorified  Saviour  capable  of 
delineation;  each  image  has  its  own  signifi¬ 
cance,  but  altogether  are  intended  to  con¬ 
vey  the  idea  of  inconceivable  and  unutter¬ 
able  glory. 

17,  I  fell  at  his  feet  as  dead  The  view 
was  overpowering.  There  is  a  limit  to 
human  endurance  under  such  an  effulgence 
•of  glory. 

For  every  man  it  is  a  dreadful  thing  to 
stand  face  to  face  with  God.  The  beloved 
•disciple  who  liad  lain  in  his  Lord’s  bosom  in 
the  days  of  his  flesh,  can  as  little  as  any 
■other  endure  the  revelation  of  his  majesty, 
or  do  without  that  “Fear  not.,”  with  which 
the  Lord  re-assures  him  here. — Trench. 

His  right 1  and  upon  me.  And  from  the 
touch  of  tli  at  hand  the  seer  receives  strength 
again,  and  is  set,  no  doubt,  upon  Ms  feet 
©nee  more. — Trench. 

Fear  not.  These  voids  show  that  the 
apostle  was  terrified.  The  glory  of  the 
(Lord  produced  even  in  him  a  consciousness 
•of  impurity;  hence  Ms  fear. 

Am  the  first  and  the  last.  From  eternity, 
and  enduring  to  eternity.  (See  on  v.  11.) 
The  first  by  creation,  f  lie  last  by  retribution: 
the  first,  because  before  me  there  was  no 
•God  found;  the  last,  because  after  me 
there  shall  be  no  other:  the  first,  because 
from  me  are  all  tilings;  tee  last  because  to  me 
all  things  retu  rn, — Richard  of  St.  Victor 


Three  glorious  predicates  meet  us  here, 
which  are  each  fitted  to  inspire  a  joyful 
hope — the  first  and  tire  last,  the  living,  the 
possessor  of  the  keys  of  death  and  hell  — 
Hbngstenberg. 

18-.  I  am  he  Vat  liveV,  and  was  dead. 
That  is  forever  my  distinctive  attribute. — 
the  living  One,  in  a  renre  which  implies  both 
perpetual  existence  in  him-eif,  and  the 
source  of  existence  to  all  created  beings. 
He  say-’,  1  was  indeed  for  a  short  time 
“dead,”  but  mark,  behold1.  I  am  now  the 
living  One  forevermore. — Cowles. 

Alive  for  evermore.  Greek,  ‘‘living  unto 
the  ages  of  ages.’’  Not  merely,  “I  live  ” 
but,  I  have  life,  and  am  the  source  of  it  to 
my  people  —  J,  F.  and  13. 

Have  the  keys.  The  keys  are  the  emblems 
of  au  lioii  y.  To  have  the  keyc,  is  10  have 
the  power  of  himself  going  in  and  out  as  he 
plea-e  ;  of  admitting  and  excluding,  shut¬ 
ting  up  and  delivering,  others.  The  meta¬ 
phor  rests  on  the  conception  of  Hades  as  a 
ei'y  with  walls  and  gates.  Trench. 

Hell  and  death.  Greek,  ■‘■Hades.”  Hebrew, 
“Sbeol.”  “Hell,"’  in  the  sense,  the  place  of 
torment ,  answer  to  a  different  Greek  word, 
viz.,  “Gehenna.”  I  can  release  from  the 
unseen  world  of  spirits  and  from  death 
whom  I  will. 

Christ  can  redeem  men  from  death  and 
Hades,  and  can  cast  men  into  them;  as  le 
alone  is  possessed  of  this  po  rer 

19.  Write  the  things  which  thou  hast  seen. 
The  vision  be  had  just  seen,  con  ained  in 
vs.  11—8. 

Which  are.  Tie  present  state  of  things 
in  the  churches  when  Joi  n  was  writing,  as 
represen+ed  in  chs.  2  and  8. 

S  all  be  hereafter.  The  things  symboli¬ 
cally  represented  concerning  the  future 
history  of  the  chs.  4-  2. — J.  F.  and  E. 

20.  The  mystery;  i.e.,  the  secret  signifi¬ 
cation, — Alford. 

Angels  of  the  churches  It  is  almost  certain 
that  the  “angels  of  the  churches,  are  noth¬ 
ing  hut  a  Hebraism  for  “ministers  of  the 
churches .  ’  ’ — Kitto. 


PRACTICAL  REFLECTIONS, 


The  glorious  form  in  which  Christ  ap¬ 
peared. 

I.  He  was  clothed,  with  a  garment  down 
to  his  fe^t,  a  princely  and  priestly 
robe,  denoting  righteousness  and 
honor; 

II.  He  was  girt  about  with  a  golden 
girdle;  the  breast  plate  of  the  high 
priest  on  which  the  names  of  the 
people  are  engraven;  He  was  ready 
just  to  do  all  the  work  of  a  Re¬ 
deemer: 

III.  His  head  and  hairs  were  white  like 
wool  or  snow;  He  was  the  Ancient 


of  days:  His  hoary  head  was  no 
sign  of  decay,  but  it  was  indeed  a 
crown  of  gl  ry; 

IV,  His  eyes  were  as  a  flame  of  fire, 
piercing  and  penetrating  into  the 
very  hearts  and  reins  of  men,  scat¬ 
tering  terrors  among  liis  adversa¬ 
ries  . 

Y.  His  feet  were  like  fine  burning  brass; 
strong  and  steadfast,  supporting 
bis  own  interest,  subduing  his 
enemies,  and  treading  them  to 
powder. 

VI.  His  voice  as  the  sound  of  many 
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waters;  waves  of  the  ocean,  as  a 
great  liver  over  a  cataract.  He  can 
and  will  make  himself  heard  to 
those  who  are  afar  off,  as  well  as 
to  those  who  are  near.  His  gospel 
is  a  profluent  stream,  fed  by  the 
upper  springs  of  infinite  wisdom 
and  know  ledge, 

VII,  He  had  in  his  right  hand  seven  stars; 
the  ministers  of  the  seven  chur¬ 
ches,  who  are  under  his  direction, 
have  all  their  light  and  influence 
from  him. 

VIIT.  Out  of  !iis  mouth  w  ent  a  two  edged 
sw  ord:  his  word  which  both  wounds 
and  heals,  strikes  at  sins  on  the 
right  hand  and  on  the  left. 

IX.  II is  countenance  was  as  the  sun 
shining;  its  strength  too  bright  and 
dezling  for  mortal  eyes  to  behold. 
— Henry. 

The  hove  op  jestts  to  his  disciple.  He 
acquaints  him 


I.  With  his  divine  nature,  Fir  t  and  la  t; 

II.  With  bis  former -ulfeiing  ,  I  wa-  dead; 
the  very  same  that  his  di  ciples  saw 
on  the  cross  dying  for  the  sins  of 
men : 

III.  With  his  re  mrcction;  I  live  ard  am 

alive  for  evermore;  have  conquered 
death  and  opened  the  grave,  and  am 
a  partaker  of  endless  lifer 

IV.  With  his  office  and  authority;  I  have 

the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death;  a  sov- 
reign  dominion  in  and  oyer  the  invis¬ 
ible  world 

V.  With  his  will  and  pleasure;  that  John 
should  write  both  the  things  that  are 
and  that  should  be  hereafter; 

VI.  With  the  meaning  of  the  even  ‘tars; 
that  they  are  the  mini  ters  of  the 
churches:  and  of  the  stv  n  candle¬ 
stick-',  that  th  y  an  tne  seven  eh  niches 
to  whom  Christ  would  now  send,  by 
him,  particular  and  proper  messages. 
Henry. 


QUESTIONS, 


10.  On  what  day  did  these  events  take  place? 
Who  heard  them? 

Under  what  influence  was  lie? 

What  Spirit  is  here  referred  to?  2  Pet. 
i  21. 

Like  what  did  the  voice  sound? 

At  what  other  time  did  God  thus  speak 
to  men?  Ex.  xix.  10—19. 

When  will  such  a  voice  he  heard  again? 
1  Thess.  iv.  16. 

11.  What  did  the  Lord  say  he  is; 

What  does  this  mean;  See  golden  text. 
What  command  did  he  give? 

To  whom  was  John  to  send  the  message? 
Where  were  these  churches  located? 

12.  What  did  John  see? 

Who  had  seen  a  like  vision  heford  ? 
Zech.  iv,  2. 

What  did  the  candlestick  represent? 


verse  20. 

Why  is  the  church  like  a  candlestick? 
Malt  v  14;  Phil.  ii.  I'd 

13.  Who  stood  in  the  midst  of  the  branches? 
Who  is  meant  by  the  Son  of  man/  Matt- 
xvi  1 3. 

What  was  his  clothing? 

Who  wore  a  girdle  of  gold1  Ex.  xxxiv. 

5. 

j4.  What  was  his  personal  appearance? 

15.  What  is  said  of  his  voice? 

16.  What  had  lie  in  i  is  hand? 

What  did  these  represent?  v„  20., 

What  went  out  ot  his  month1 
What  did  this  represent?  Heb.  iv.  12. 

17.  How  did  the  vision  affect  John? 

What  did  Christ  say  to  him? 

19.  What  commaaid  did  hegivehkn? — Vin¬ 
cent. 


DAILY  READINGS. 


First  Week. 

M.  1.  Pet.  2:  19-25.  The  perfect  pattern. 
Tu.  Matt.  20:  20-29.  The  pattern  of  lowliness. 
W.  Malt.  9:  32-38.  The  pattern  of  compassion. 
Th.  Isa.  53  :  1-15.  The  pattern  of  suffering, 

F.  Heb.  4:  9-16.  The  pattern  of  purity. 

S.  John  15:  9-16.  The  pattern  of  love. 

8.  Matt.  27:  39-54.  The  pattern  of  self-sacrifice. 
Second  Week. 

M.  1.  John  1:  1-10.  The  perfect  Savior. 

Tu.  John  1:  1-14  “The  tile  was  manifested.” 
W.  Acts  17:  22-34.  “Declare  we  unto  you.” 

Th.  1  Cor.  1:  1-9.  “Fellowship  with  him.” 

F.  2  John.  “Walk  in  the  light.” 

S.  3  John.  “Fellowship  one  with  another.” 
8.  Heb.  9:  11-28.  “Blood  of  Jesus  cleanseth.” 
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Third  Week. 

1  John  4:  7-16.  The  love  of  the  Father. 
.  Psa.  8:  1-9.  Creating  love. 

Psa.  23:  1-6.  Preserving  love. 

Isa.  43:  1-13.  Unfailing  love. 

John  3:  1-17.  Redeeming  love. 

John  17:  17-26.  Sanctifying  love. 

Jej-.  31:  1—14.  Everlasting  love. 


Fourth  Week. 

Rev.l:  10-20.  The  glorified  Savior. 

.  fsa.  6:  1-16.  Isaiah’s  vision. 

Ezek.  1:  1-28.  Ezekiel’s  vision. 

.  Zech.  6:  1-15.  Zachariali’s  vision. 

Luke  24:  36-53.  The  ascending  Savior. 
Rev.  4:  1-11.  The  enthroned  Savior. 
Matt.  17:  1-13.  The  transfigured  Savior. 
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EDITOR’S  NOTICES. 


More  Wats  Than  One.  By  Alice  Perry. 

Bo-ton:  D.  Lothrop  &  Co.  Price  $1.50. 

An  earne't,  helpful  book,  written  by  one 
who  ha-  a  keen  appreciation  of  the  spiritual 
needs  of  the  young,  and  understand,  better 
than  the  majority  of  writers  bow  to  mini  ter 
to  them.  T>  e  principal  characters  are  the 
members  of  the  one  family,  and  the  story 
has  to  do  w  th  their  separate  fortune  . 
Although  the  narative  for  the  mo  t  part 
run  -  quietly,  some  of  the  chapters  are  ex¬ 
citing  enough  to  compel  t  e  attention  o;  the 
mo- 1  indifferent  reader.  The  author’s  aim 
i,  to  show  that  there  i-  more  than  one  road 
to  happiness.  She  believes  that  happiness 
is  an  inward,  not  an  outward  thing,  and 
that  while  peopie  cannot  by  mere  etevci  -e 
of  the  will  make  themselves  in; mediately 
happy,  they  can  at  least  place  themselves 
under  influences  that  will  in  time  w or r  out 


the  desired  re  ult.  This  theory  is  skillfully 
inter -v oven  with  the  incic.ent,  of  the  story. 
The  characters  are  well  drawn — the  noble, 
impetuou-  Hugh,  the  womanly  Erma,  the 
re -ties s  and  ,en  itive  Grace  and  the 
denyiug  Merreworth,  all  are  strongly  indi¬ 
vidualized,  and  leave  upon  the  mind  of  the 
reader  an  impression  not  easily  effaced. 

Seven  Spring  Iron  and  Altjh  Mass  — 
We  call  the  special  attention  of  our  readers 
to  this  wonderful  curative  remedy.  It  is 
being  used  by  a  goodly  number  of  our 
citizens  for  the  cure  of  sick  headache,  neu¬ 
ralgia,  bad  colds,  hoarseness,  pneumonia, 
indigestion,  diseases  of  the  liver  and  kid¬ 
neys,  and  numerous  other  ailments  of  the 
body,  and  all  pronounce  it  an  invaluable 
remedy.  For  sale  by  all  druggisis. 


THE  SEVEN  CALUMNIES, 

A  CONTROVERSY  between 

Ilcv.  r*  .  ANSTADT, 

— and— 

Fattier  THOS.  McGOVERN, 

(  Homan  Catholic  Pried,) 

TR  VMS  UBST  A  NT  1  AT  1  ON.  PURGATORY 
SALVATION  BY  WORKS.  INK  AL¬ 
LOW!.  I  1 Y  OF  THE  POPE,  PO¬ 
LITICAL  INTRIGUES.  PA¬ 
PAL  BULLS,  and  BIBLE 
BURNING. 

SECOND  REVISED  EDITION. 

Published  at  theot&eeof  -  CHS  TS.iCH3S3’  J0TU.1TAL, 
For  16  cents  it  will  be  sent  free  ol'  postage  to  any 
designated  address. 


CEAUT2FU2 

“  JJEW 


f|  ®  ®|  in  Solid  Wa-- 
•  nut  Case.  5 

aOctave3  and 


4  Stops  only  Sg-41.  Elegant  new9  Stop  Organ,  two  fall 
sets  Reeds  only  S59.  Elegant  ne.v  Rosewood  $300. 

- I - k  oniv)«141.  Allsenton 


PAilLOK 

UPRIGHTl  . . . .  .___ 

toques  FREE  with thonsandsof references.  Address 

lT.  3.  PiiAMO  &  OKCSAft  CO.  NEW  YORK 


16  days  lost  triaitoyour 
home.  Illustrated  Cata- 


Missionarv  Institute. 

The  Scholastic  Year  is  divided  into  Three 
Sessions  of  Thirteen  weeks  each. 

Fall  Session  Commences  August  21. 

"Winter  Session  Commences  Nov.  20. 

Spring  Session  Commences  March  5. 
NOTE. — The  Winter  Session  will  consist  of 

Fifteen  weeks,  including  a  Vacation  of 
wo  weeks  at  the  Christmas  Holidays. 

For  further  particulars  in  regard  to  Course 
of  Study,  Expenses,  &c.,  address  Rev.  P. 
Born,  Selinsgrove.  Snyder  County,  Pa. 

A  Theological  Department  is  also  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Institute,  for  information  in 
regard  to  Cour-e  of  Study  and  Terms  of  ad¬ 
mission.  address,  Rev.  II  Ziegler,  D.  D. 


[gillotts  steel  fens. 


Hr?  Styles  to  suit  ai!  hands, 
may  be  had  of  ai!  Dealers 
throughout  the  WORLD. 


Before  selecting  your  Sunday-school  Helps  for  iSSo,  send  for  free  samples  of  our 
periodicals:  The  National  Sunday  School  Teacher;  The  National  Quarterly  ;  The 
Scholar’s  Weekly,  and  The  Little  Folks.  They  are  Reduced  in  Price,  Newly 
Illustrated,  Re-arranged,  and  in  every  wav  made  better  than  ever. 

AT’.'.  JZLACSMm,  ft  LYON  PTTB.  CO..  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


Nothing  Suitable  for  tiie  Children  to 
Read. — “Sunday  a  long,  dull *  dreary  day „ 
How  glad-  the  children  are  t elicit  it  is  over, 
and  how  they  wish  it  would  never  come 
again.  No  wonder  they  steal  a  peep  into 
dime  novels  and  New  York-  story  papers 
whenever  mother’s  back  is  turned 


Something  Suitable  Found  at  Last. — 
“  Just  suited  for  Sunday  reading f  and  so 
cheap ,  too- -less  than  5  cents  for  what  used  to 
cost  $  l .00  to  $  1 .50.  S u nday  n <nv  the  happi¬ 
est  day  in  the  week,  llow  the  young  folks 
look  forward  to  its  coming 9  and  enjoy  it 
when  it  comes." 


We  are  now  reprinting,  on  good  paper,  in  large,  clear  type,  bound  in  pamphlet  form  with- 
paper  coversand  stitched  with  wire,  the  choicest  and  most  unquestionable  of  S.S.  library  books* 
at  a  uniform  price  of  less  than  5  cents  each.  These  reprints  are  called  THE  SABBATH 
NT  B  BABY,  which  is  published  weekly,  beginning  June  1st,  187ft,  with  which  date  all  sub¬ 
scriptions  s  ould  begin.  Asa  home,  Sabbath-school  class,  or  general  school  library  it  ia 
incomparably  cheaper  yet  equally  good  with  any.  Inst  of  books  and  full  particulars  tree. 

SUBSCRSPT30N  FRICE.-For  2  months,  8 numbers,  45  cents.  For  3  months,  13  numbers,  65  cts. 
For  6  months,  26  numbers,  $1.30.  For  12  months,  52  numbers,  $2.50.  Sample  Copy  of  Library,  8  cts. 

In  ordering  say  whether  tor  school ,  class ,  or  home  library.  Address, 

DAVID  C.  COOK,  Publisher,  46  Madison  Street,  Chicago. 


This  is  the  title  of  a  closely  printed,  four  page 
tract,  containing  the  strongest  arguments  which  can 
he  produced  that  sprinkling  is  the  Scripture  Mode 
of  Baptism. 

It  is  written  in  a  popular  style,  and  is  designed  to 
he  put  into  the  hands  of  church  members  whose 
minds  have  been  disturbed  by  the  arguments  of  Im¬ 
mersion  is  ts. 

For  sale  at  the  office  of  the  Teachers’  Journal. 

Price:  loo  copies,  $  i.00  ;  50  copies,  $1.75;  25  copies, 
$1.00:  single  copy,  5  cents.  Sent  by  mail  on  receipt 
oi  above  prices. 

SERMON  ON  DANCING. 

Text.  “A  Time  to  Dance.”  Eccl.  iii.  4. 
Second  Edition.  Published  in  the  office  of 


The  ‘'Lutheran  Evangelist” 

Is  Published  Weekly  by  the 

EVANGELICAL  PRINTING  CO. 

Terms: — One  Dollar  and  Sixty-five  Gents  pi3" 
year,  including  postage.  One  Dollar  for  6  months! 

To  Ministers  and  widows  of  Ministers  and  Theo¬ 
logical  Students  Clue  Dollar  and  Forty  Gents,  per 
annum.  A  liberal  discount  to  authorized  agents. 

The  Lutheran  Evangelist 

is  designed  to  meet  a  want  long  felt  in  the  Church 
for  a  cheap  Religious  Family  Paper. 

The  main  object  in  its  publication  is  to  assist  the 
Christian  worker  with  suggestions  in  regard  to- 
Christian  work,  and  to  urge  and  encourage  all  to 
work  for  the  Master. 


The  Teachers’  Journal,  York,  Pa.  Six¬ 
teen  closely  printed  pages.  Sent  by  mail  for 
10  cents. 

Balls,  or  dances  are  frequently  an  annoyance  to 
Christian  parents  and  ministers.  A  French  dancing 
^master  conies  to  town  and  opens  a  dancing-school. 
JSome  <>i  the  “  l  irst  Families”  in  town,  occasionally 
lalso  church  members,  send  their  daughters  to  ac¬ 
quire  this  “ graceful  accomplishment,”  to  “learn 
good  manners,”  and  get  into  “genteel  society.”  At 
the  end  of  the  quarter’s  teaching  there  is  a  grand 
ball  to  wind  up  with.  Many  church  members  would 
like  to  know  “whnt  harm  there  can  be  in  this  inno¬ 
cent  amusement,”  and  “w  y  Christian  people  can 
not  be  allowed  to  attend  a  respectable  ball?” 

This  soi men,  we  think,  will  answer  this  question 
satisfactorily  to  «  very  one  that  honestly  desires  to 
know  vvinu  Coil's  word  teaches  on  t : » is  subject. 

The  author  very  correctly  remarks,  “  It  is  not  the 
simple  act  of  dancing  that  is  siniul ;  persons  may 
dance  without  committing  sin  thereby ;  but  it  is  the 
manner  of  dancing,  the  kind  of  music  danced  alter, 
the  spirit  in  which  you  dance,  and  the  object  you 
have  iu  view.” 


ado,  Sunshine  &  Shadow,  a ifsand^y-' 

School  paper ;  $14.00  per  hundred  per  year. 

Any  one  desiring  sample  copies  of  either  paper, 
will  please  address  EVANGELICAL  PUBLISH¬ 
ING  COMPANY,  B bllefontaixe,  Logan  County, 
Ohio.  Samples  free. 

Any  person  sending  names  of  subscribers  or 
money,  should  address  Rev.  W.  H.  Singley,  Belle- 
lontaine,  Ohio. 

Send  Bank  Drafts  or  Post  Office  orders.  When 
this  is  not  convenient,  send  money  in  Registered 
Letters.  We  cannot  be  responsible  for' money  sent 
through  thg  mail  when  the  letters  are  not  registered. 


A  FINISHED 
MUSICAL 
EDUCATION. 


THE  NEW  ENGLAND 
Conservatory,  Boston,  employing- 
775  Eminent  Professors 
Has  a  reputation  unequalled 
ior  furnishing  a  COMPLETE 
MUSICAL  EDUCATION  at 


merely  nominal  rates,  combined  with  RARE  colla¬ 
teral  advantages.  For  prospectus  address 

E. Tonrjfie,  Music  H  ill,  Bo-ton,  Mass. 
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CONCEtyTRATIOT  OF  TALENT. 

DAVID  C.  COOK'S  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  following  names  are  among  our  writers  for  the  present  year,  most  of  whom,  with 
other  added  talent,  will  be  continued  through  1880.  Thu  names  speak  for  themselves.  Such 
an  array  ot  acknowledged  talent  thus  concentrated  upon  our  Sunday-school  publications  ought 
to  speak  something  for  their  quality. 


-Re v.  Joel  Swartz,  I).  D. 

Rev.  Asa  Bullard,  D.  D. 
Rev.  J.  B.  Atchinson. 

Rev.  J.  E.  Rankin. 

Rev  Isaac  M.  Ely. 

Rev.  Rob  ert  Kerr. 

Rev.  C.  N.  Pond. 

Rev.  E.  A .  Hoffman. 
Prof.  T.  Martin  Tonne. 

Prof.  W.  S  B.  Mathews. 
Prof.  J.  IK.  Bischoff. 

T.  C.  O' Kane. 

Eben  E.  Rexford. 

E.  R.  Lott  a. 

O.  D.  Sherman. 

Rev.  IK.  Wye  Smith. 
Thos.  L.  -iV.  Tipton. 

E.  A .  IlanchetL 
C.  P.  Hoffman. 

J.  C.  Macy. 

11.  S  Marshall 

Emily  Huntington  Miller. 
Belle  Kellogg  Towne. 

Pansy. 

Hope  Ledyard. 

Mary  A.  P.  Stansbury. 

Mrs.  Alice  11'.  Knox. 

Mrs.  M  Q.  Kennedy. 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Parsons. 

Miss  E.  D.  Storr. 
Fannie  I.  Kennish. 
Caroline  Metcalf. 


Rev.  Joseph  H. Martin,  D.D. 

Dr.  O.  F.  Presbrey. 

Rev.  H.  B.  Hartzler. 
llev.  Geo.  11'.  Coleman. 
Rev.  E.  Corwin. 

Rev.  L.  F  Cole. 

Rev.  Geo.  H.  Peeke. 
Rev.  D.  A.  Dvff. 
Prof.  W  O.  Perkins. 

Prof  IK.  F.  Sherwin. 

Prof.  F.  II.  Pease. 

Prof.  J.  M.  Stillman. 
Prof.  A.  Byron  Condo. 

Eben  E.  Bailey. 

Ka>  l  Reden. 

Wilbur  A.  Christy. 

C.  C.  Converse. 

Will  S.  Pitts. 

C.  E.  Pollock. 

J.  IK.  Buggies. 

E.  A.  Riddle. 

A.  T.  Gorham. 
Mary  Dwinell  Chellis. 

Miss  Lucia  Kimball. 

Mary  G.  Burdette. 

Faye  Huntington. 

Mrs.  J.  IK.  Foster. 
Margarelte  IK.  Snodgrass. 
Mrs.  E.  C  Ellsworth. 
Mrs.  Maggie  B.  Peeke. 
Eliza  Si.  Sherman. 
Mary  R  Baldwin. 


Dr.  J .  B.  Herbert. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Munger. 

Rev.  S.  Morrison. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Atwater. 

Rev.  J  G.  Fraser. 

Rev.  IK.  II  Bishop. 
Rev.  E  E.  Hasty. 
Rev.  IK.  A.  Knox. 
Prof.  S.  IK.  Straub. 

Prof.  S.  Wesley  Marlin, 
Prof.  IK.  A.  Ogden. 
Prof.  Geo.  B  Loomis. 
Frank  M  Davis. 

Joseph  Garrison. 

IK.  T.  Giffe. 

IK.  Irving  Hartshorn, 
J.  E.  Hall. 

E.  B.  Smith. 

J.F.  Taylor. 

W.F.  Wiley. 

J.  B.  Phipps. 

Mrs.  George  Partridge. 
Hattie  Tyng  Griswold. 
Mattie  Pearson  Smith. 
Fannie  E.  Townsley. 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Livingston. 

Mary  B.  Wyllys. 

Lanla  Wilson. 

Jessie  Macgregor. 

Ada  Mettie  Gibbs. 
Josie  Keen. 

Alice  Eaton. 


Alice  L.  King. 

We  publi  b  a  complete  line  of  Sunday-school  tu-ips  and  papers,  and  other  requisites, 
■with  many  original  features, and  at  very  low  pn-sces,  among  the  most  popular  of  which 
are  our  $Si-a<lert  «Suarter!ies,  namely:  The  Bible  Class  Teachers’ Quarterly,  The  Bible  Class 
Scholars’ Quarterly,  The  (Intermediate)  Sabbaih  School  Teachers’  Quarterly,  The  (Intermediate)  Sab¬ 
bath  School  Scholars’  Quarterly.  The  Juvenile  Teachers’  Quarterly.  The  Juvenile  Scholars’  Quarterly,  lha 
Prima-y  Sabbath  School  Teacher,  The  Primary  Silu moated  Lessons. 

We  also  publish  Ttie  Church  and  School,  four  Monthly  Illustrated  S.  S.  Papers,  etc.,  etc. 

Specimens  and  price  list  free.  Address, 

DAVIB  C »  COOK,  46  Madison  St.,  Cbicag1©. 


MASON  &  HAMLIN  CABINET  ORGANS 

BEST  IN  THE  WORLD:  Proved  such  by  award  to  them  ot  fliyhest  Distinctions  at  every  World's  In¬ 
dustrial  Exhibition  tor  I'h  irteen  Years ,  ft A '  \o  oilier  American  Organs  have  received  snch  a!  ana. 

N KW  i  U1APEL  STY  LES.  expressly  for  Sunday-schools  ami  Churches,  ready  this  month.  Also  new 
styles  for  private  dwellings,  Prices,  $51,  $  8.  $78,  $»t  to  >00  md  upwards.  Also  rented  until  rent  pays  for 
the  Organ;  $5  p<t  month  for  Id  months,  or  $8.75  per  quarter  for  0  quarters,  and  upwards.  Catalogues 
with  tu.l  particulars  free.  MASON  &  HAMLIN  ORGAN'  <JO.,  154  TRLMONT  ST.,  -  6  HAST  14th  ST., 
NEiv  xORK,  250  WABASH  AVENUE.  CHIOAG  >. 


NEW  S  E  5S  I  E  W  OP 

SELECT  NOTES  &  QUESTION  BOOKS 

BY  REV.  J.  H.  VINCENT,  D.  D.  [ 

We  shail  publish  early  in  October,  a  new  scries  of  QUESTION  B<  >0105  for  188  \  on  the  Inter-  • 
national  Lessons,  three  in  number,  by  It  MV.  .1.  H.  VINCENT.  I).  D..  also  a  volume  o!  NOTES  on  ■ 
the  Lessons,  by  the  same  p  ipular  author 

Also,  the  following  N siv  Books  :  ( let.  1 —The  Sisters  at  Service.  Oet.  15 —True  and  False  Pride.  : 
By  the  author  ol  Tim  the  Scissors  Grinder.  These  books  are  of  great  merit. 

IRA  BRADLEY  &  CO.,  (Successors  to  Henry  Hoyt,)  BOSTON. 


ftT5  **  A  TvTC!  NEW  Parlor  Organs.  3  Set  Golden 
w*w  JA.li  O  Tongue  R  'eds,  5  Octaves,  13  Stops, 
21vn  :e  Swells.  Walnut  C  ise,  warnt.d  6  years.  Stool 
&  Book  only  SSOS.  NEW  7  Oct.  Pianos,  Stool,  Co¬ 
ver 6c  Book,  only  SJldlG.v.j.  Illustrated  Newspaper 
iree.  Address  JASIfii.  F.  BSATTT,  Washin:  to .,  N.  J. 


BUCKEYE  BELL  FOUNDRY. 

Established  in  1837. 

Superior  Bells  of  Copper  and  Tin,  mounted 
with  the  best  Rotary  / /anginys .  for  Churches. 
Schools,  Farms.  Factories,  Court-houses,  Fire 
Alarms.  Tower  Clocks  etc.  Fully  Warranted. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  sent  Free. 
Vanduzen  r  Tift,  102  K.  2d  St.,  Cincinnati. 


C  LERG-Y- 
JIE.V,  SU 
I’KIUNTEN- 
DENTS  &  SUN- 
i)  a  v  School 
Workers  will  fnd 
til  s  to  he  decidedly 
the  best  M  U S  i  C 
1100  !v  ever  published. 

C  n’.:i  nslTG  pages  of  the 
choicest  music  .includin';  an 
e'enmntary  deparinnnt  on 
‘•Theory  of  Music”  by  J.  H. 
fviir /.<  n’-mabe,  besidescontribu- 
tionsl'rora  over  CO  of  the  best  Hymn 
and  Music  writers  in  the  land.  S  n 
Rle  copy  35c.~f3.fO per  dozen— P30.  per 
too.  <•  :sr>z;:i  ,v  mtoxu  ek. 

Publishers,  VOitlv,  PA. 
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Pages  of  the  choicest 
Music  for  Sunday 
Schools,  Prayer 
and  Praise  Meet¬ 
ings,  and  a  fine 
selection  of 
MetreTunes 
X  'ia.  for  Church 
Choirs. 

% 

% 


Get  the 
best. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

REWARD  CARDS, 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

SUNDAY 


SUNDAY 

-A.  Specialty.  Send  for  prices  at  once . 

ADDRESS 


Publishers  of  Photo.  Marriage  Certificates,  etc., 

YOIXK, 


CERTIFICATES, 

SCHOOL 

SCHOOL 

Supplies 


